
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
Gospel-Centered Pastors 
 
Hey good morning RCM.  So very good to be with you this morning as we continue our time of 
worship through the Word of God.   
 
I have titled this message – Gospel-Centered Pastors this morning.  You’ll see in your paper 
Bible that this text falls under the caption of “Paul’s Conduct”.  What I’d suggest to you – if 
there ever was a Gospel-Centered pastor – it was the apostle Paul.  And what I’d suggest to you 
is that Paul’s conduct among the Thessalonians only makes sense if he was absolutely gripped 
by the glory of God in Christ, absolutely changed by the power of the Holy Spirit, and 100% 
committed to the truth that there is salvation in no other name but Jesus. 
 
The Gospel changed and shaped everything about Paul – and it’s the only explanation for how 
he ministered, and served the churches.  And, as a result, it serves as a blueprint of sorts for 
pastors today together with the qualifications of pastors in 1 Timothy, Titus and 1 Peter.  How 
churches are led today still matters.  It matters that churches are led by men of integrity; men 
like Paul that are consumed with the greatness of God and the beauty of the Gospel; men that 
will lay down their lives figuratively and perhaps even literally for the people God has asked 
them to lead. 
 
And the question that one commentator leaves this passage with – are the people I’m leading 
getting the real thing from me?  That’s a question every man called by God and qualified by the 
Scriptures has to be willing to ask.  Or maybe better said – where are the people I’m leading 
NOT getting the real thing from me? 
 
If you have a Bible, I invite you to turn with me to 1 Thessalonians 2, and we’re going to read 
together verses 1-8.  If you have a device – go ahead and swipe to 1 Thessalonians 2 – and I 
encourage you to use the CSB – that’s the translation that I preach and teach from. 
 
READ  

For you yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our visit with you was not 
without result. 2 On the contrary, after we had previously suffered and were 
treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, we were emboldened by our God 
to speak the gospel of God to you in spite of great opposition.  
 
3 For our exhortation didn’t come from error or impurity or an intent to 
deceive. 4 Instead, just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with 
the gospel, so we speak, not to please people, but rather God, who examines our 
hearts. 5 For we never used flattering speech, as you know, or had 
greedy motives—God is our witness— 6 and we didn’t seek glory from people, 
either from you or from others.  
 



7 Although we could have been a burden as Christ’s apostles, instead we were 
gentle[a] among you, as a nurse[b]nurtures her own children. 8 We cared so much 
for you that we were pleased to share with you not only the gospel of God but 
also our own lives, because you had become dear to us.  

 
PRAY 
 
I. PRODUCTIVE (v1) 
Their visit was not without result.  There were facing opposition – back during their visit, and at 
the present time.  People were dogging Paul, Silvanus and Timothy – lumping them in with the 
other false religious cult leaders.  Dogging their motives, dogging their efforts.  All kinds of crazy 
stuff false teachers were trying to get away with (money, sex, you name it).  And they’d been 
throwing stones at Paul and his boys. 
 
So Paul reminds them of the effectiveness, or the productivity of their ministry.  There were 
tangible results of the work they were doing.  The lives of the people in the church had forever 
been changed by the message Paul was preaching – the word of the Gospel.  They knew there 
was something radically different about Paul and the boys, and it was their productivity that 
was different. 
 
A gospel-centered pastor will be productive.  Not necessarily in a 21st century American 
mindset – productivity as you and I would defined it through our cultural lens may or may not 
happen.  But from an eternal perspective – there will always be productivity.  Just like we 
looked last week with a productive and growing church – same here.  The Gospel will take root 
and shape and grow people.  And a Gospel-Centered pastor – you will see the results of his 
labor. 
 
We also see a Boldness 
II. BOLDNESS 
And specifically in the face of opposition from outside the church.  Now, let’s not confuse 
boldness with arrogance.  Arrogance is “me”-centered.  But Holy Spirit given boldness – that’s 
God-centered. 
 
Paul dealt with opposition like none of us in this country can really understand.  No to be clear 
in V2 he’s specifically talking about the opposition he faced at a set period of time.  If you 
remember in the book of Acts, 16, Paul is doing ministry in Philippi and being “greatly annoyed” 
casts a demon out of a slave girl.  Well her owners didn’t like it because they made a bunch of 
money off of her – and well Paul and Silas were beaten and thrown in prison. 
 
Then they go and plant this church on Thessalonica – and the Jewish false teacher start a riot in 
the city because of the message of the Gospel that Paul and Silas were sharing. 
 
In this country, I’m 45, in this country I may have another 30 years of ministry left and there’s 
no chance I’ll ever experience this type of opposition.  But every Gospel-centered pastor will 



face some form of opposition – and if the Gospel really is at the center of this man’s life and 
ministry – he will face it with a God powered boldness – and when he looks back he will say the 
only reason he got through whatever challenge he faced was the power of God and the Gospel 
at the center of his own life. 
 
And remember, not arrogant, and not stupid – but BOLD! 
 
So that’s verse 1 and 2.  Hang on, we got 6 more verses to cover.  In addition to Productive and 
Bold, we see right motives. 
 
III.  Right Motives 
Re-Read V3-4 
No intent to deceive.  We’re not trying to pull a fast one on you.  We’re not trying to mislead 
anyone.  Our motives are right and pure. 
 
Contrary to the religious cult leaders in this city that were dogging on Paul – their motives were 
money, sex, power, control.  Paul’s motives though were right and pure.  Because he knew he 
had an assignment from God, and he knew that God would hold him accountable. 
 
This certainly didn’t give him a pass – if anything it raised the bar.  God will hold every single 
pastor accountable.  And the moment we get this, like we really understand this, it’s a game 
changer.  It frees us from, to quote John Stott, the “tyranny of human criticism.” 
 
Illustration – Shawnkos playing basketball for the school.  Has to make A’s & B’s regardless of 
the school’s standards. 
 
Paul’s motives were right and pure – centered on the approval of God and God alone.  Meant 
he was willing to have the hard conversation.  Meant that he was willing to call sin for what it is.  
Meant that he didn’t avoid having the hard conversation – because his ultimate goal in all 
things was that God would be glorified. 
 
And hear me – it’s super tempting to allow your motives to shift away from the glory of God to 
protecting what you got and what you want.  Motives are sacrificed and compromised one 
small decision at a time.  You start filtering sermons based on who may get offended, you avoid 
certain topics, you downplay other topics.  You certainly wouldn’t preach through books of the 
Bible because then you’d have to deal with certain topics. 
 
And hear me – there is a temptation for every man called to pastor that has been doing it for 
more than a few hours.  To shift our desire from God’s approval to the approval of the people 
we are serving.  And what each of us must decide, decide before ever stepping foot into the 
church – is that our convictions are not for sale.  I’d sell paint at Home Depot before I’d water 
down my convictions to make someone happy or try and keep them here. 
 



Peoples’ praise wasn’t their motive, nor was greed or fame – wee see this in verse 5-6.  Their 
only motive was the Gospel of God’s grace.  To see people changed by the power of the 
Gospel. 
 
IV. Sacrificial Care 
Re-read V7-8. 
We see in these last 2 verses what I call the sacrificial care of pastors for people. 

• They could have been a burden but they weren’t. 
• They were gentle 

o In our culture it’s so very easy to overlook gentleness -  
o But hear me – this is a Biblical qualification of men that would desire to be 

pastors.  Not a bully but gentle.  Sadly most churches flat out miss this one.  I’ve 
had hours and hours of interviews with churches – and never once can I 
remember ever being asked about the practice of gentleness. 

o If I was ever in a position of interviewing a would be pastor – I would ask him 
how he practices the discipline of gentleness.   

§ Paul writing to the Corinthian church talked about the gentleness and 
meekness of Jesus.  But don’t miss that Jesus was also awesome.  He 
once made a whip and chased the money changers out of the temple. 

§ So gentle doesn’t mean push over.  This is something I’ve had to learn 
with my children – gentle doesn’t mean pushover…but what I would say 
is that gentleness knows what buttons to push and when.  There’s a time 
to fashion a whip and chase the money changers out.  (If you hurt my 
wife or children – watch out – especially if you hurt one of my daughters).  
But there’s also a time to gently correct and guide and comfort.  And a 
gospel-centered pastor has learned the difference.   

§ Because he knows it’s not about him –  
• Love in Action 

o And the invested not on the Word of God, but their own lives – because the 
people at Thessalonica had become dear to them 

 
CLOSING 
The only way this was possible for Paul, was he had been so deeply changed by the power of 
the Gospel in his own life.   
 
So what do we do with this – as RCM what do we do with this passage of Scripture – detailing 
Paul’s conduct as an example for a Gospel-Centered pastor: 

1. Pray.  Pray for Matt and me – as God has called us and you have affirmed us as elders of 
this church.  Pray that we would remain faithful to what God has called us to do.  Pray 
that our motives would remain pure and God-centered, that we would follow the 
example of Paul and so many other faithful pastors scattered through church history 

2. Work with us – knowing that every one of us has a role to fill – and God calls each of us 
to be faithful in that role 



3. Don’t Sacrifice the standards.  Hold us accountable – yes extend grace but there are 
standards that God has set and we will do well to see them and to keep them. 

4. Trust that the Lord is the Great Shepherd of His people 
 
 
 


