
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Gospel Centered Church 
 
Hey good morning RCM.  So very good to be with you today – after having missed the last few 
weeks while I was in South Africa.  This morning, we are starting a new series through the book 
of 1 Thessalonians.  Some of you may recall a couple of years ago I taught through this book on 
our Wednesday night online Bible study – well now we’ll look at this book in more detail 
together over the next several weeks.  At the center of what we’re looking at during this series, 
what we’ll be exploring, is what a Gospel Centered Church looks like. 
 
Because for us – if we are going to remain faithful to what God has called us to – the Gospel has 
to always be at the center of everything.  And when I say Gospel – I mean to good news of Jesus 
– that God saves sinners that turn from their sin and turn to Jesus alone – the good news of 
Jesus’ life, death and resurrection and the hope that he alone offers to all who believe in Him.   
 
The gospel isn’t just the starting point in the life of a Christian and the local church – it’s the 
starting point, the ending point and every point in between. 
 
And what we’ll see over the next several weeks – as we look at this specific church – is  

• How the Gospel had shaped this specific church 
• How the Gospel shapes the church’s elders 
• How the Gospel gives us our only source of hope 
• And how the Gospel sends us on Mission to our neighbors and the nations 

 
Background: 
Now, if you remember when we went through the book of Acts, or in case you don’t remember, 
in Acts 17 Paul, the great missionary, travels to Thessalonica and does what Paul does.  He 
preaches.  And God does what God does – He uses the faithful preaching of His Word to save 
people.  The Word is preached, some people believe and are saved, and a church is formed.  
And the pattern we see in the book of Acts with Paul is that he preaches, people believe, a 
church is formed, and then Paul moves on to the next stop to do the same thing again. 
 
Well, Paul would send Timothy (T-bone as I like to call him) and Silvanus back to Thessalonica to 
go check on them after about 6 months, and he gets a great report and writes this letter to 
them to encourage – and us by extension. 
 
If you have a Bible – go ahead and turn to 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10.  If you’re using a device my 
encouragement to you is to use the CSB. 
 
READ 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy.  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Grace to you and peace. 
 



2  We always thank God for all of you, making mention of you constantly in our 
prayers.  3 We recall in the presence of our God and Father, your work produced 
by faith, your labor motivated by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  4 For we know brothers and sisters, loved by God, that he 
has chosen you, 5 because our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also 
in power, in the Holy Spirit, and with full assurance.  You know how we lived 
among you for your benefit, 6 and you yourselves became imitators of us and of 
the Lord when, in spite of severe persecution, you welcomed the message with 
joy from the Holy Spirit. 
 
7 As a result, you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and 
Achaia.  8 For the word of the Lord rang out from you, not only in Macedonia 
and Achaia, but in ever place that your faith in God has gone out.  Therefore, we 
don’t need to say anything, 9 for they themselves report what kind of reception 
we had from you: how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true 
God 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead – 
Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.   

 
PRAY 
 
So we have the start of this incredible picture – of what a Gospel-centered church looks like.  
Now as a reminder – when we say church at RCM – we are talking about the family of God – 
specifically the local family of God – united by faith in Jesus – that gathers together in worship – 
and is sent together on mission.  I don’t mean some big organization or denomination, I don’t 
mean a piece of real estate.  We mean people – a family. 
 
I. To the Assembly… 
Paul addresses the church – and the Greek word for church would translate assembly.  To the 
people of God assembled as a church in a local place – that have been gathered together. 
 
And after his greeting – he starts with a statement of thanksgiving.  And don’t miss this here – 
their faith – their commitment to the Gospel was a source of Paul’s thanksgiving.  Because their 
faith was active, was real and life changing.  So the first mark of a Gospel-centered church that 
we see here is an Active Church 
 
II. Active Church 
Re-Read V3 
3 active words that Paul uses here:  Work, labor and endurance.  Now to be crystal clear – the 
entire Bible makes it clear that we are saved by grace alone, through faith alone.  Not of works.  
But the entire Bible also makes crystal clear that we are saved TO work.  For it is God who 
works in you both to will (desire) and to work (action) according to His pleasure. 
 
So a Gospel centered church will be an ACTIVE church – working, laboring, and enduring.  Not 
like, let’s fill up the calendar so we can stay busy.  Being busy for the sake of being busy – that’s 



a form of idolatry.  But that’s a whole nother talk.  We have to see that the Gospel is the 
motivation behind our actions as an active church… 

• Work produced by faith – not just determination, or good old fashioned work ethic.  Our 
confidence in the Gospel, our faith in Jesus alone – will lead us to WORK!  Hard work, 
consistent work, Gospel work à of sharing and showing Jesus to people. 

• Labor motivated by love – a love of God that produces a love for all people (even those 
that hate us) 

• And endurance inspired by hope – that absolute confidence we have in the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ – freeing us to sacrifice today because of what awaits for us tomorrow – 
knowing that this world is not our home! 

 
A Gospel-centered church is a source of a pastor’s thanksgiving.  Nowhere does Paul say “I’m so 
glad you have all of these programs, or your budget is so big, or your production quality is 
awesome, and look at those smoke machines.”  Those things aren’t bad – but that’s not what 
excites the apostles Paul to write this letter.  What excites him is the Gospel at the center of 
everything this church, this family of believers, is doing. 
 
And not just an active church, but a confident church. 
 
III.  Confident Church 
Re-read V4-5 
Paul highlights the sovereignty of God in the salvation of people.  For a long time I struggled 
with words like chosen, or elect.  But the more I study the Scriptures, praying through 
challenging passages, the more I have become absolutely convinced of the sovereignty of God 
in salvation of people.  To quote a great preaches of old, that had God not chosen me, I’m 
certain I would have never chosen him. 
 
But here’s the beautiful thing – God chooses to save sinful people – not because of anything 
good in us – but purely as an act of His gracious mercy toward us.  So that, our confidence is in 
God, not in ourselves.   
 
Their confidence – their assurance – came from the message preached, by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  Paul’s confidence wasn’t in his creativity, or storytelling ability.  Paul’s confidence 
wasn’t his public speaking excellence.  Paul’s confidence in this church, was rooted in the 
Gospel, the power of God, the Holy Spirit.   
 
You can have the greatest message ever, the most captivating message ever, the greatest 
preacher ever – but without the power of the Holy Spirit it’s just making noise. 
 
Illustration:  Load shedding in SA – doesn’t matter if we have a heater or AC if there’s no 
power. 
 
It’s a reminder for me as a pastor, and it’s a reminder for us as a church – that confidence we 
have is only in the Gospel, and the power of the Holy Spirit. 



 
So we see in these verses – an active church, a confident church, and next a growing church. 
 
IV.  A Growing Church 
But when I say growing, I don’t mean in the way we have been trained to think about growing 
as a church.  Not just filling more seats, or having a bigger budget or hiring more staff.  If God 
permits those things to happen – great.  When I say a growing church – I mean a people that 
are growing in holiness, in love for God, in service for others.  A people living in such a way that 
can only be explained by the Gospel, and the great exchange of the Gospel that when we are 
dead in our wickedness God makes us alive through faith in Jesus. 
 
Paul had set an example for them, and we see the church following his example.  And we know 
from other letters Paul wrote – that his call for them to follow his example, to imitate him, 
wasn’t like “look at me I’m awesome.”  Not at all.  It was always follow me only so much as I am 
following Christ. 
 
Paul had set an example for them – and as the church grew in their faith they actually became 
an example for others.  This is only possible if the church is ABSOLUTELY  centered on the 
Gospel.  Because we never want people to see us and think – those guys are really cool, they’re 
really great – look at them.  We want people to see us, to see our lives day to day and see the 
beauty of the Gospel in how we live, how we work, how we recreate, how we handle 
disappointment.  The only way the church can grow (a“follow me as I follow Christ”_. 
 
V.  A Ringing Church 
Their example rang out everywhere.  At RCM the language we use is “Families, sharing and 
showing Jesus to every family in our community, one family at a time.”   
 
With this church – the church at Thessalonica, you couldn’t miss the example they were setting, 
or see the impact they were having.  A ringing church. 
 
But again see – that we have to ring the right bell.  We don’t ring our own bell – certainly don’t 
ring my bell.  We ring the bell of the Gospel – pointing people to the greatness of Jesus: 

• Repentance 
o The bell that was ringing was how they had turned from idol – a lifestyle of 

repentance. 
o In their day it literally was little images of “gods.”  And while most of us don’t 

even consider this type of thing a problem – idolatry is alive and well – and will 
creep up if we aren’t careful to kill it.  When we take good things and worship 
them.  Whether it be jobs, family, finances, school, relationships, spouses – we 
can take good things and put them in the place of God – making them the most 
important things in our lives. 

o The bell that was ringing throughout the area was their lifestyle of repentance 
• Service of THE true God à A life of WORSHIP 



o Not just that they had turned FROM their idols, but that they had turned TO 
serving the true God 

o Our lives are to be marked by a worship of God that covers every area – how we 
spend our money, how we spend our time, how we work, how we parent, how 
we honor our parents – no area is off limits. 

• Hope 
o And to wait with great expectation for Jesus’ return. 
o Productive while we wait (spoiler alert – later on this church would drop the ball 

here) 
 
 
 
CLOSING: 
A church won’t be centered on the Gospel until and unless its people are centered on the 
Gospel (pastors, elders, leaders, all of us)…So I want to ask you to consider a few questions 
this morning… 

What example are you setting? 
What is the source of your confidence? 
What bells are you ringing? 


