
Galatians 1:6-10 
One Way 
 
Intro: 
If you were with us last week, you know we started a new series through the book of Galatians.  And my 
encouragement to each of you, is that while we are in this series, I encourage each of you to read through the 
entire book slowly and prayerfully every week during this series.  Maybe you want to read it through every 
Saturday, or pick a chapter a week and read it through.  However you want to do it, My encouragement 
remains that each of us read through the book of Galatians each week.  From the youngest to the oldest.  And 
allow the Scripture and the Holy Spirit to work in our lives through this study. 
 
Today, we’re in Galatians 1:6-10.  If you have a Bible or device, go to Galatians 1:6-10.  And I’m in the CSB as 
always this morning. 
 
READ 1:6-10 

6 I am amazed that you are so quickly turning away from him who called you by the grace of 
Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there is another gospel, but there are 
some who are troubling you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an 
angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, a 
curse be on him![b] 9 As we have said before, I now say again: If anyone is preaching to you a 
gospel contrary to what you received, a curse be on him! 
 
10 For am I now trying to persuade people,[c] or God? Or am I striving to please people? If I were 
still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ. 

 
PRAY. 
 
If you remember from last week, or those that weren’t here last week to catch you up, Paul had planted these 
4 churches in Galatia.  Early in his ministry.  But Paul never really stayed behind to pastor the churches he 
planted, that wasn’t his calling.  Instead he moved on to other areas to plant more churches.  Well, the report 
he had gotten, was that false teachers had crept into these churches, and were leading people in the wrong 
way.  Because remember, when the cat’s away the mice will play… 
 
And after his greeting to them in the opening verses, he jumps right in.  And starts addressing the issues that 
were going down in these churches.  He’s direct, not mincing any words here.  Doesn’t want there to be ANY 
confusion as to the purpose of his writing. 
 
I. Paul’s Amazement 
Like, think mind blown emoji here – if Paul were using an iphone anyway – and this is a strong word.  But 
notice the source of his amazement – he wasn’t amazed that false teachers had popped up.  He’s amazed that 
these Christians in these churches were listening to them!   
 
Like when the parents leave the house and the kid throws a party.  The parents aren’t amazed that other kids 
came to the party.  Because the parents aren’t responsible for the other kids.  The parents are always amazed 
that their kid didn’t do what they were supposed to do! 
 
Same goes here – Paul’s not amazed or surprised that people were trying to gain a foothold – bad people 
trying to gain a foothold in these churches.  He’s amazed that they were listening to them.  Because he knew 
what they had been taught.  He knew how the Gospel had started growing in their lives.  And he’s amazed that 



they’ve started listening to a bunch of nonsense that is leading them down the wrong path.  The false teachers 
were absolutely guilty, don’t mishear me.  Paul’s going to knock them out here in just a second.  But Paul’s 
amazement is first that they listened to them. 
 
For the Christian – we have to know what we believe.  Know it so well that we know when we’re hearing 
falsehood.  I’ve used this quote from Spurgeon before – that the real key to Christian discernment isn’t just 
knowing right from wrong, but knowing right from almost right.  There’s a lot of almost right out there.  
Online, on TV, in our city even.  A whole lot of almost right.  But the Scriptures and the Holy Spirit will lead us 
away from almost right. 
 
Paul was amazed that these churches started listening to a bunch of trouble makers trying to distort the 
Gospel. 
 
II.  A Bunch of Troublemakers 
V7 – Paul makes it clear there isn’t another gospel, rather these dudes were coming in making trouble, 
distorting THE gospel. 
 
Trouble – Like shaking things up.  Never forget living on Cattleman Rd. down in Sarasota as they were 
expanding the road.  We had this china cabinet filled with dishes we aren’t allowed to use or to put through 
the dishwasher, and all those dishes would rattle.  All day long they would rattle because the ground was 
shaking as they built the road right outside our back door.  If you didn’t know better, you’d have thought the 
house was going to fall down a couple of times. 
 
That’s the picture of the trouble – they were trying to shake up the house of the Lord, and get the people to 
fall down the road of a distorted Gospel.  A gospel that basically said Jesus isn’t enough.  It’s not enough to 
turn from your sin and trust in Jesus alone for your salvation.  You have to come under the Old Testament, 
take the sign of the covenant, follow all of OT laws, and then you’ll be right with God.  That, though, isn’t good 
news at all.  And it’s certainly not the good news that Paul preached.   
 
Paul warns these churches – telling them they should know what they were taught – and don’t ever forget 
what you were taught.  Regardless of who may try and change the message, make the message the priority.   
 
III.  Priority of the Message, not the Messenger 
So absolutely convinced of the Gospel, and the importance of the purity of the Gospel message – Paul warns 
them that it doesn’t matter WHO tries to change the message.  If anyone tries they’re lying to you! 

• Doesn’t matter who it is 
• Doesn’t matter how much you like them 
• Doesn’t matter how sincere they are 
• Doesn’t even matter how nice their wife and kids are 

 
The priority is the MESSAGE no the MESSENGER. 
 
At its core, all false teaching is an attempt to get us to stop trusting the book.  That’s as old as sin is old.  Way 
back in Genesis 3, when Eve was tempted, you remember what the devil said to her?  “Did God really say…”  
All false teaching is an attempt to get us to stop trusting God’s Word. 
 



And, false teachers with just enough Bible sprinkled in, just enough almost right, are far more dangerous than 
those that are blatantly and openly opposed to the Gospel.  We have a really hard time with right and almost 
right. 
 
One of the reasons, when I come up to share each Sunday, one of the reasons I read directly from the Bible, 
not from notes or whatever, is that you see where these words are coming from.  Not my words.  God’s Word.  
And what I’ll tell you, is the second I stop telling you what God has said in His Word, the second I start 
distorting it by taking a verse out of context and using it, is the second you need to throw me out.  It’s that 
important.   
 
It doesn’t matter who it is 

• Someone you like 
• Someone you think is super persuasive 
• Someone that your friend or parent or spouse or whatever said you should listen to 
• Someone with a massive social media presence, and a really big church, with a great presentation. 
• Or even some small church planter in a school cafeteria 

 
It doesn’t matter – if they distort the Gospel they are cursed of God and from the devil.  Paul tells us that twice 
here.  And all the parents in the room get this – you only repeat yourself on the really important things, right?  
Right.  (parents know this).  This is important.  False teachers, that are leading people away from the truth of 
the Gospel are cursed.   
 
In Matthew 18, Jesus said “whoever would cause one of these littles ones who believe in me to fall away – it 
would be better for him if a heavy millstone were hung around his neck and he were drowned in the depth of 
the sea. 
 
That’s a strong warning to anyone that would teach the people of God.  James warns that not many should 
become teachers because teachers will be judged more harshly. 
 
The priority has always been the message, not the messenger.  Don’t take my word for it, let’s go to THE 
WORD for it. 
 
Paul can take this position, this strong position, because he really only has 1 goal for all of his life.  That God 
would be glorified.  You and I only have breath for 1 reason – the bring glory, honor and praise to God through 
the rhythms of our life. 
 
IV.  The Only Real Goal 
And the way this 1 great goal impacted Paul, was that he didn’t really care what people thought of him.  He 
says as much in V10 
Re-read V10 
 
Paul knew that he couldn’t make people happy, and be solely devoted to Christ at the same time.  Can I share 
with you – one of the most freeing things you can ever do is to stop worrying about what people think of you.  
Honor Christ.  Share the Gospel of Christ.  Show the compassionate love of Christ.  Love and serve people.  
Know that many will betray you, or just flat out not like you – but know your true goal – to bring glory to God. 
 
A preacher I listen to and read his books – says it this way: 
 



“If your goal in life is to be liked, then you will not be a faithful Christian.” 
 
We need a goal greater than the approval of people.   
 
CLOSING 
So, why the history lesson?  Because false teaching is alive and well in our country, state, and even our city. 
 

1. Try harder and God will love you – The truth of the Gospel is that God has shown his love in Jesus and 
that you can never try hard enough to earn anything before God.  The truth is, if you are a follower of 
Jesus, God’s love for you isn’t conditioned on your performance for Him. 

2. It’s really not that bad – Whatever “it” is, sent Jesus to the cross.  Don’t minimize your sin – call it for 
what it is and experience the grace of God as you turn from your sin and trust in Jesus by faith. 

3. You deserve it…whatever “it” is again 
4. Possibly the most prevalent in our culture today, is be true to yourself.  This is a Gospel ruled by 

feelings that change, rather than the unchanging Gospel of God’s grace that calls us to deny ourselves 
and find true meaning and life in Jesus. 

 
 
How do we protect ourselves? 
With the Spirit and the Word 
With each Other 
With the only sustainable goal – to bring glory to God 


