
GALATIANS 1:1-5 – When the cat’s away… 
 
Good morning RCM.  So good to be with you this morning as we continue our time of worship today through 
the Word of God.  Today we’re starting a new series that’s going to carry us through the end of the year and 
into January looking at one of the Apostle Paul’s earliest letters, a letter written to a group of churches in the 
region of Galatia.  During the next few weeks and months as we look at this book, I encourage everyone of 
you to read slowly, each week, read slowly the entire book of Galatians.  Take some notes on what you’re 
reading.  Questions you may have.  Not read it every day, but maybe read a few verses each day so that you’ll 
read the entire book (only 6 short chapters) each week. 
 
Way back last year, when we worked through the book of Acts, you may remember in Acts 9 the radical 
conversion of Paul.  Where he went from ravaging the church, literally given permission to drag any followers 
of Jesus to be tried and ultimately executed.  Tearing up the church.  But then he met Jesus, and would never 
be the same ever again.  This guy terrorizing the church, would become the greatest missionary the church has 
ever known, and author of 13 (some say 14) books of the New Testament.  Nearly half of the books in the NT 
written by Paul. 
 
And, fast forwarding a few years (and chapters) we see in Acts 13 that Paul had made his way to the church at 
Antioch.  And while he was there, as the church was fasting and praying, the Holy Spirit said to them to send 
out Paul and Barnabas to this specific work and mission.  And over the next few chapters in Acts, we read 
about Paul & Barnabas travelling and evangelizing people, and seeing churches formed.  And it’s in these 
chapters that the churches of Galatia were planted.  4 church specifically, Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra and 
Derbe.  They were persecuted, chased out of town, even tried to kill Paul by stoning him.  But God, in his grace 
and goodness, used this mission team to reach people and plant churches. 
 
But, we know from reading the rest of the book of Acts, that Paul didn’t stop there.  Paul’s ministry model, for 
lack of a better word, was to evangelize a church into existence, disciple and raise up local elders, leave them 
in place to pastor the churches, then blow out of town to the next place.  And he would circle back to check on 
these churches.  Paul was what we would call a serial church planter.  Not like lucky charms, but serial in that 
he kept planting churches.  He didn’t plant and then pastor the same church, he would move from town to 
town, reach people, disciple people, raise up leaders, then move to the next town. 
 
Well, when Paul got word of what was going down in these 4 churches in Galatia, it wasn’t good. 
 
Because we all know, when the cat’s away the mice will play.  We see that in most walks of life 

• When the kids have a sub  
o Tell V’s story about jazz kids changing instruments 

• When the boss is on vacation 
• When parents leave the kids at home for the first or second time.  Or when the kids are older and 

maybe left for the weekend. (For me, as long as the cops weren’t called and the house was picked up I 
knew I was good, since parents weren’t close with the neighbors). 

 
Because when the cat’s away the mice will play. 
 
Here’s what happened in the churches of Galatia: 

• False teachers were platformed 
• Questioned Paul’s authority 
• Changed Paul’s message 



 
These things were so important to Paul, that of all the church letters he wrote, this is the only letter that he 
doesn’t at some point commend the church.  Even as jacked up as some of the other churches got, he still 
found some place to commend them.  Not the churches at Galatia though. 
 
And so Paul writes this letter to them, to defend the message that he preached, and we have one of the 
strongest defenses of the gospel as a result.  The gospel that says we are saved by grace alone, through faith 
alone in Jesus alone.  This is the central message of the entire book – that we are saved by grace through 
FAITH ALONE.  We will see this emphasized week after week as we work through this book together. 
 
Turn with me, if you have a Bible or device, turn, swipe or scroll to Galatians 1.  As is the case here at RCM, I 
will be in the CSB.  Galatians 1:1-5 
 
READ 1:1-5 
 

Paul, an apostle—not from men or by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised 
him from the dead—2 and all the brothers who are with me: 
To the churches of Galatia. 
 
3 Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord[a]Jesus Christ, 4 who gave himself 
for our sins to rescue us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and 
Father. 5 To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PRAY. 
 
Right in his opening words Paul starts by reminding them of his authority as an apostle. 
 
I. Paul’s Authority 
The right understanding of the word apostle, in the way Paul is using it here, was limited to the 12, and then 
Paul.  That’s it.  No more, no less.  And the word Apostle means missionary.  Those that had been 
eyewitnesses of Jesus’ resurrection, and commissioned (sent) by him.  We can have a whole nother talk about 
how the role of apostle was for a specific and limited group of men, at a specific and limited time.  But for the 
purpose of this message, just see that Paul was called by God, and appointed as an apostle.  Ultimately his 
authority was FROM God, and For God. 
 
Paul makes it clear that he didn’t sign up for apostle school, or go through apostle training boot camp, or 
anything like that.  That he wasn’t looking to other people for this role.  It was from God.  Jesus commissioned 
Paul directly as a missionary.  Not from men or by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised him 
from the dead. 
 
So Paul establishes his authority from the Lord, and goes right into the Gospel’s promise.  Because these false 
teachers questioned not just his authority, but also his message. 
 
II.  The Gospel’s Promise 
Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
What an incredible promise.  Grace and Peace.  This wouldn’t have been a standard greeting in a 1st century 
letter.  But Paul uses some type of combination of GRACE and PEACE in all of his letters (to T-Bone he even 
throws in mercy but that’s beside the point).  Paul uses these 2 words because these 2 words point us to the 
promise of the Gospel. 



 
The promise of the Gospel is that it is all of GRACE.  And that’s a good thing, a really good thing.  That it is 
undeserved, not because you’re awesome, not because God sees a lot of potential in you, but entirely due to 
the goodness of God.  It is a GIFT.   
 
Through the years, people, and even some religious movements, have tried to abandon the gospel’s promise 
of Grace. 

• Some are Grace Abusers 
o It doesn’t matter what I do because there’s always more grace 

• Some are Grace Deniers 
o Grace may save, but I gotta keep working at it.  Grace + What I do.  Because grace isn’t really 

enough. 
 
And what we’ll see over the next few months in Galatians is that this last one, the grace deniers, were the 
ones that had crept into the churches in Galatia.  And they sold this powerless Gospel that said you have to 
believe in Jesus, plus take the sign of OT Judaism (circumcision), and keep the whole OT law.  They said it isn’t 
enough to turn from your sin and trust in Jesus alone.  But in essence, you’d have to become a good Jew too. 
 
They were denying the free gift of God through Jesus, GRACE.  And while we need to be careful not to make 
the same mistake – we need to see that our belief in Jesus is by grace through faith, that Jesus saves people as 
we repent and believe, in spite of us not because of us.  And the very same grace that saves, is the same 
grace that sustains us.   
 
So we can make this mistake with GRACE in one of two ways – to abuse it, or to deny it.  Both are ENORMOUS 
mistakes.  The churches of Galatia were grace deniers.  Because they had allowed false teachers to deny 
GRACE ALONE. 
 
Paul’s intro to them points them and us to the promise of the Gospel:  Grace AND  Peace.  Peace with God.  
Once enemies of God, now by grace through faith we can have peace with God. 
 
None of it cheap – all of it at a price. 
 
III.  The Gospel’s Price 
Re-Read V4 
 

• Gave 
o Jesus gave Himself.  Willingly.  According to the unified will of the Father, Son & Spirit.  Jesus 

gave Himself. 
o To pay the price.  The great exchange of the Gospel.  A once for all time sacrifice  

• For Sins 
o Not as an example.  But instead as a payment.  As a ransom to cover ALL of the cost that our sin 

requires.  Every sin, if you are a Christian, every sin that you have ever committed or will ever 
commit, paid for 

• To Rescue 
o As a divine rescue mission 

 
All with one great, overarching priority – the glory of God 
 



IV.  The Gospel’s Priority 
Re-Read V5 
The Gospel levels the playing field for all of us, because not a single person has ever been saved because of 
their own awesomeness.  We are saved to bring glory to God.  As we experience the grace of God in our lives, 
we live at peace with God because of the great price, God alone will be glorified. 
 
CLOSING… 
How do you respond to the grace offered in the Gospel?  Where do you have a tendency to deny it, or 
maybe abuse it? 
 
 


