
 
Romans 5:  Rejoice in God – A Joy-Filled Faith 
 
Good morning church.  So very good to be with you today as we continue our time of worship through the 
Word of God.  If you have a Bible with you, or a device, I invite you to go ahead and turn to Romans 5.  For the 
next three Sundays, including today, we will be in the book of Romans, exploring some incredible truths for 
the Christian, for all who have turned from their sin and are trusting in Jesus alone. 
 
I hope that you have worked through the early chapters of the book of Romans this week.  If you have, or 
perhaps you already have a familiarity with Romans, there’s this logical flow to the book and the arguments 
that Paul’s making, and throughout the book we see some kind of anchoring verses that help guide us through 
the book.   

• The first is in Romans 1:16-17 where Paul says “I am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, first to the Jew and also to the Greek.  For in it 
the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith, just as it is written:  The righteous will live by 
faith” 

o THE power of God for salvation 
o Available to all who believe 
o The priority of FAITH 

• So we use these verses as an anchor for us as we navigate through the book 
• From here, Paul would outline the guilt of the whole world. 

o First the really bad guys “out there” 
o And then the really “good” guys in here 

• And remember, the context in which Paul wrote, there were the “good Jewish people” who bore the 
mark of Judaism, thought they were set. 

o Paul says:  “For a person is not a Jew who is one outwardly, and true circumcision is not 
something visible in the flesh.  On the contrary, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly, and 
circumcision is of the heart – by the Spirit, not the letter.” 

o The priority of FAITH 
• And Paul builds this case that all people, everywhere, are guilty.  The good guys, the bad guys.  All 

people, everywhere are guilty.   
• And he builds this case that, the answer isn’t try harder, the answer isn’t ignore the problem, the 

answer can only be found by placing your faith and trust in Jesus.  And we get another one of these 
anchor texts for the book of Romans in Romans 3:23-25A 

o For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  They are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesu.  God presented him as an atoning sacrifice in his 
blood, received through faith… 

• And in CH4, Paul would go on this lengthy discussion about the faith of Abraham.  That it wasn’t 
Abraham’s actions, but rather his faith in the character of God.  That even in the Old Testament, being 
made right before God has always been a matter of FAITH in Him.   

 
And in Romans 5, where we’re going to spend the rest of our time this morning, Romans 5:1-11 Paul points to 
the result, or the consequence of our faith – and ultimately the security we have as we trust in Jesus, and the 
JOY that this should produce in us.  So turn with me, if you haven’t already, turn to Romans 5:1-11 
 
READ ROMANS 5:1-11 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace[a] with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 2 We have also obtained access through him by faith[b] into this grace in which we 



 
stand, and we boast[c] in the hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in 
our afflictions, because we know that affliction produces endurance,4 endurance produces 
proven character, and proven character produces hope. 5 This hope will not disappoint 
us, because God’s love has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given 
to us. 
 
The Justified Are Reconciled 
6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For rarely will 
someone die for a just person—though for a good person perhaps someone might even dare to 
die. 8 But God proves his own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. 9 How much more then, since we have now been justified by his blood, will we be saved 
through him from wrath. 10 For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through 
the death of his Son, then how much more, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his 
life.11 And not only that, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have now received this reconciliation. 

 
PRAY 
 
I love these words.  These incredible words that point us to the result of our faith.  And the very first thing 
Paul, through the Holy Spirit points us to is peace with God. 
 
I. Peace with God 
Thinking through what it means to be at peace.   

• The reconciliation of 2 enemies.  The Scriptures teach that apart from Jesus we are dead in sin and 
enemies of God.  

• We don’t have to be content with a constant restlessness, and anxiety.  Trying to be a good person.  
Check enough boxes.  We can know a quiet, and calm peace before God as His child.   

o BUT, only through Jesus.  Apart from Jesus we will never have this type of peace. 
• And because of the Peace we have with God, we can live peaceably among others – even people that 

hate you. 
• Said another way – we can live peaceful lives – BECAUSE of the peace we have found with God. 

 
We also have access and standing. 
 
II. Access & Standing 
He says this in verse 2 – a position of acceptance, that is secure and solid.  We have access, to the God who by 
his very word created the world.  We have access to a great and loving God that cares for you.  Every one of 
you that has turned from sin and is trusting in Jesus – God cares for you.   
 
Several weeks ago on our group messaging app I sent out this picture of a quote by Tim Keller, well respected 
Presbyterian pastor up in NYC.   
 
“The only person who dares wake up a king at 3:00AM for a glass of water is a child.  We have that kind of 
access.” 
 



 
He’s right!  We have this type of access.  We don’t cower in fear like he’s just waiting to bop us on the head in 
some sort of game of whack-a-mole.  No we have access to Him as a child.  And we can approach him with 
confidence and boldness. 
 
Hebrews 4:16 
Therefore let us approach the throne of grace with boldness. 
 
The boldness of a child, that has no shame to run to his or her father for even the smallest of needs. 
 
And we rejoice in Hope 
 
III.  Rejoice in Hope 
We know what awaits us, and we have joyful, confident expectation in the promise of God.  The guaranty of 
what awaits.  The glory of God! 
 
Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again rejoice.  But not just in our hope, but in our trouble. 
 
IV.  Rejoice in Afflictions 
We follow Paul’s chain here, the productivity of Joy in Affliction: 
Afflictions à endurance à proven character à hope 
 
Paul has in mind here, specifically the ongoing troubles and sufferings of the Christian living in a sinful world.  
More than just aging.  More than just ordinary aches and pains, but specifically the suffering for righteousness.  
Standing for righteousness. 
 
And see what Paul DOESN’T say: 

• Just grit your teeth and bear it 
• Grind it out 
• Nothing comes easy you know 
• Don’t be so sensitive 

 
Paul says rejoice.  Rejoice in suffering, because God will never, ever waste even 1 second of your suffering.  
Especially when your suffering is brought on because of your faith. 
 
Matthew 5:10-12 

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
for the kingdom of heaven is theirs. 
11 “You are blessed when they insult you and persecute you and falsely say every kind of evil 
against you because of me. 12 Be glad and rejoice, because your reward is great in heaven. For 
that is how they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 

Rejoice.  Because the product of affliction is hope.  A hope that never disappoints, that is rooted in God’s love!  
Our hope will never disappoint, because God will never disappoint.  He is THE perfect loving Father! 
 
V.  Rejoice in God & His Great Love 
 
Re-Read V6-11 



 
 
See the adjectives that Paul uses to describe us: 

• Helpless 
• Ungodly 
• Sinners 
• Enemies 

 
BUT God.  But God.  God’s love is a proven love.  God has acted, decisively, to prove and demonstrate His love 
for people.  All kinds of people.  To offer salvation to all who will believe. 
 
Like, it’s one thing to say “I love you” to someone.  But we know talk is cheap.  Love that is demonstrated, 
that’s proven, now that’s the real deal.  “The essence of loving is giving”.   
 
For God so loved the world, that HE GAVE his one and only son, that whoever believes in Him will not perish 
but have everlasting life.  That’s a mix up of about 4 different Bible translations, but you know it.   
 
And we rejoice in His great love for us – because here’s the mindblowing part to me.  He doesn’t love us 
because we’re lovely!  He loves us when we’re completely UNLOVEABLE!  When we are helpless, ungodly, 
sinners and his enemies.  There is nothing lovely about us.  But God offer grace and mercy to all who would 
believe.  And has proven his love for us – a demonstrated and proven love. 
 
And this is reason for all of us to REJOICE!  Christians, more than all people, in all types of circumstances – 
should be the most joyful.  Sadly, many of us (myself included) would rather be joysuckers.  Like a sanctified 
sourpuss.   
 
Paul would write to the Philippians to “Rejoice in the Lord always; I will say it again, Rejoice!”  We have every 
reason to rejoice, in every circumstance.  And I don’t mean, like “put on your Sunday smile and fake it til you 
get home, hoping that no one notices.”  Or a fake it til you make it kind of false joy.  I mean like, deep down in 
your bones, you have experienced the grace and mercy of God, poured out to all who believe in Jesus, and 
that alone has given you a foundation of joy that is permanent and unchanging. 
 
HOW??? 
When nothing around you makes sense?  Let your mind think deeply on the peace you have with God.  When 
the weight of your circumstance is about to crush you?  Trust in the access you have with God and RUN to 
him, like a child running to his or her Father.  When things are going exactly as you had planned?  Thank God 
for his mercies to you.  When every plan you had is crumbling right in front of you, like a burnt piece of toast?  
Rejoice in the hope of glory, a hope that doesn’t disappoint because God’s love is poured out in our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 
 
PRAY. 


