
Colossians 3:12-17 – Life Together 
Good morning RCM.  So very good to be with you this morning.  If you have a copy of God’s Word, I invite you 
to go ahead and turn to Colossians 3 today.  If you have a device, go ahead and scroll or swipe to Colossians 3, 
and I encourage you to use the CSB so we can all be in the same translation together. 
 
And while we are working through our reading plan, what I want us to consider together over the next few 
weeks is the concept of “Life Together” – What did that mean, what does it still mean, and how we are to 
respond to the good news of the Gospel in community together.  For those that have been around RCM for 
any length of time, you know that I believe that the church is a family.  United by the blood of Jesus, sent out 
to take the good news of the Gospel to every area of our city, state, nation and world.  Church isn’t necessarily 
some complex structure with layer upon layer, and the pastor sitting on top of the pyramid à should we 
organize?  Sure if it will help us accomplish the mission of God, yes.  Church also isn’t just a street address.  It’s 
way more than that.  The people of God do gather together in a place for corporate worship, but know this – 
it’s way more than that.  So for the next few weeks, as we work through our reading plan together, I want us 
to consider life together, in the church. 
 
READ Colossians 3:12-17 
 

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and dearly loved, put on compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience,13 bearing with one another and forgiving one 
another if anyone has a grievance against another. Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you are 
also to forgive. 14 Above all, put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 15 And let the peace 
of Christ, to which you were also called in one body, rule your hearts. And be thankful. 16 Let the 
word of Christ dwell richly among you, in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another 
through psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs,[d] singing to God with gratitude in your 
hearts. 17 And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 
PRAY 
 
0.  Background   
A little background here as we jump into these Scriptures.  The book of Colossians was a letter written to a 
church – pointing them to the greatness of Jesus.  And also pointing them to the Priority of Jesus in every area 
of their lives (and ours by extension). 
 
 
I. Who we are – Part of the whole 
Paul is instructing the church here – and reminding them and us of who we are.  Before he gets into the 
specifics of what this life together should look like, he says, in essence “remember who you are.  God’s chosen 
ones, holy and dearly loved.  And this very much is a corporate idea, a togetherness around these 3 things:  
Chosen, Holy and Dearly Loved.  We have to get past this American idea of individualism that can creep into 
the church – that puts forward a lie that it’s just me and Jesus and that’s all that matters.  Lone Ranger 
Christianity is dangerous.  Christianity separated from the local church is dangerous.  
 
God’s Chosen Ones 
I make no apology for the words here.  The only reason you are a Christian, if you are a Christian, is because 
God has chosen you.  This of all things should humble us.   
 



The doctrine of election – all throughout Scripture we see that God is sovereign over all things, including 
salvation of people.  We see that God has chosen a people for himself, to display the greatness of his character 
to the world.  Not because of our awesomeness, but purely in spite of our wickedness.  To display and declare 
the greatness of his mercy and grace on sinners.  Old and New Testament, Gospels, Epistles – all of Scripture 
affirm this. 
 
Not just chosen, but also Holy and Dearly Loved 
 
Holy 
Holy – set apart – people of integrity – said another way, living differently.  Pastor up in Tampa says the 
“make sure the tongue in your shoes goes the same way as the tongue in your mouth.” 
 
See, holiness isn’t just thinking differently, holiness is living differently! 
 
There’s a personal aspect to this, but there’s also a TOGETHER aspect of this.  Some of you may know, but 
maybe have forgotten – like our church isn’t even covering our own expenses – but we refuse to take a 
hoarder mindset as a church.  We send a % of everything that comes in through our offerings on for further 
mission work, we support new evangelistic church plants, we send funds to our local life-affirming, gospel 
centered pregnancy center, and we support a local Christian fostering agency. 
 
Dearly Loved 
Who wouldn’t want to get a letter, or maybe a text, simply saying “you are dearly loved”.  I think that 
adjective makes a big difference here.   
 
It’s interesting too, that, in the Old Testament, all 3 of these descriptions are used by God to address Israel.  
OT People of God = Israel.  NT People of God = The Church.  And here Paul is drilling down even deeper to 
point to this specific local church.  Not just “THE CHURCH”, but this church. 
 
And Who We Are as a people, directs how we live life together. 
 
II.  How We Live 
Re-Rea v12B – 14 
Put on 

• Compassion 
• Kindness 
• Humility 
• Gentleness 
• Patience 
• Forgiving – It’s easy to hold a grudge, but there’s no place for it.  I’m guilty of it.  You’re guilty of it.  But 

in this Life Together that we’re called to live there’s no place for it.  We are called to be forgivers – as 
Jesus has forgiven you. 

• Love – a Biblical love here, as we looked several weeks ago in 1 Corinthians 13.  Not some sappy 
uninformed sentimentalism, instead a Biblically grounded and informed love.  Don’t miss that type of 
love unites people 

o Biblically love unites the church – and according to Paul here it is the perfect bond of unity.  
Show me a people that loves each other Biblically, and we will see a people that are united. 



o It’s how the world will know WHO we are – They will know we are Christians by our love.  Not 
by our FB arguments, or Instagram selfies – they will know we are Christians by how we love 
each other. 

 
For us though, the instruction is to PUT ON!  Suggests to me that it’s not our natural state.  Just like we need 
to get dressed for work or school or retirement or whatever – just like we need to get dressed in the morning, 
more importantly we are called put on these 7 actions/attitudes in how we live with people.   
 
And this isn’t a Golden Rule type of thing – it’s a Jesus Reigns type of thing – where we don’t treat people the 
way we want to be treated instead we treat people the way Jesus himself has treated us.  If you are a 
Christian, if you have turned from your sin and are following Jesus, you have been loved in an INDESCRIBABLE 
way by God – while you were an enemy of God’s = Jesus died for you.  And you are called to love people, like 
all people, especially people in the family of God, with the same type of love that you have been shown by 
God. 
 
All 7 of these actions and attitudes are used to describe how God relates toward us, or how Jesus 
ministered/ministers.  Our mission statement as a church, Families, Sharing and Showing Jesus.  When we live 
life together like this, within the family of the church – and then we take this outside the walls of the church – 
people we see that we really believe what we say and will be open to the truth of the Gospel message that we 
so desperately want to share. 
 
III.  The Peace of Christ to Dwell & the Word of Christ to Rule 
Ultimately – this is the LORDSHIP of Jesus.  Jesus is King.  And We are called to worship Him as such. 
 
When Paul talks about the Peace of Christ dwelling (or living) among you – Not some kind of holiday season 
forced smile walking on egg shells around family you disagree with hoping nobody explodes.  That’s not a 
peaceful time.  That’s forced, and we know it.  That’s hoping the minivan pulls out or the plane leaves before 
the fuse runs out and someone blows up.  We’ve all been there, but that’s not peace. 
 
The Peace of Christ, is where Jesus rules and reigns in our hearts and minds personally, and corporately as a 
church as we live life together.  In the SOTM Jesus himself says “blessed are the peacemakers for they will be 
called sons of God.”   
 
Does this mean we can never disagree?  NOPE.  It does mean that WHEN we disagree – we assume the best of 
each other.  We assume that each of us is diligently seeking the Lord – and we’re willing to give the benefit of 
the doubt to one another as we seek the Peace that only Jesus brings. 
 
The Word of Christ is our guide in all things.  The Word of God is our guide, it is enough.  It is unchanging, 
completely trustworthy for life and faith.  And when we think through how we are to live this Life Together, as 
a church, as the family of God à we look to the Word of Christ. 
 
And there’s this theme of thanksgiving – like a current that’s running underneath the whole thing – this 
underlying current of thanksgiving. 
 
V.  Theme of Thanksgiving. 
Gratitude / Thankfulness / Giving Thanks 
We see this in V15 at the end it says “and be thankful.”  Then in V16 “with gratitude”, and then again in V17 
“giving thanks”. 
 



There should be this current running through the family of God, the local church, this current of thankfulness.  
Interesting to me, in Romans 1, when Paul is working through this case against evil people, he specifically 
points out a lack of gratitude.  Romans 1:21. 
 
See, out there, you’re going to find 2 currents that flow – One of constant critique and a 2nd one of constant 
entitlement.  But for the Christian, the family of God, we know and have tasted the mercies of God – we know 
what our sinfulness deserves.  We know down deep in our bones the greatness of God’s salvation, and we can 
and do show gratitude in and for all things.  Rejoice in the Lord always, I will say it again Rejoice.  Be joyful 
always, pray continuously, in every situation give thanks for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus. 
 
Let’s not let the world’s mindset of (1) constant critique and (2) entitlement creep in here.  How?  Give thanks.  
Keeping in mind, at all times, that we have one audience and one primary motivation. 
 
VI.  One Primary Motivation 
My kids know this, my wife knows this, hopefully you know this.  But our one unending motivation here – is 
the glory of God.  We use these Q&A type of things to teach our kids.  And the very first one asks “What is the 
chief end of man?”  And the answer is “The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy him forever.”  Said 
another way, is the reason you and I have breath, is to worship, praise and honor God – and to lead others to 
do the same.  That’s what we see here in V17. 
 
And whatever you do, do it unto the Lord. 
 
If you can’t do it unto the Lord, or do it to bring honor, praise, and worship to Jesus – then you shouldn’t do it.  
You’re not going to cheat, steal and lie unto the Lord.  Whatever you do, however you live in the family, life 
together in the family of God, whatever you do, do it unto the Lord. 
 
Closing 
The starting point 
The commitment to this life. 


