
1 Thessalonians 2:1-20 
Good morning RCM, so very good to be with you this morning as we continue our time of worship, now 
through the word of God.  This morning in our time of worship through the Word we will be in 1 
Thessalonians 2:1-20, so I invite you to go ahead and turn there, scroll there, whatever.  In the CSB this 
morning as always. 
 
I love this book.  I have committed my life to teaching this book, and pointing everyone I know to the life that 
can be found only through Jesus, as revealed in this book.  That’s why, when you see our logos or our shirts 
and signs and stuff, you always see the word “GRACIOUS*TRUTHFUL*GENEROUS*BOLD” and the truthful part 
specifically deals with how we center everything as a church around the Truth of God’s Word. 
 
This week in our readings, we worked through the rest of the chapters in 1&2 Thessalonians, more in the book 
of Acts, and started in 1 Corinthians.  The next few weeks, we will see how Paul led a specifically challenging 
church, the church at Corinth.  But before we get there, there’s this incredible chapter in 1 Thessalonians, 
where we get a picture of Paul and his partners’ heart for the church, and the church’s heart for Paul.  And I 
know it was last week’s readings, but as a setup to our time in 1&2 Corinthians, I want us to consider 1 
Thessalonians 2:1-20 with a message titled “The Church and its Pastors”. 
 
READ 1 Thess. 2:1-20 

Paul’s Conduct 
2 For you yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our visit with you was not without 
result. 2 On the contrary, after we had previously suffered and were treated outrageously in 
Philippi, as you know, we were emboldened by our God to speak the gospel of God to you in 
spite of great opposition. 3 For our exhortation didn’t come from error or impurity or an intent 
to deceive. 4 Instead, just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so 
we speak, not to please people, but rather God, who examines our hearts.  
 
5 For we never used flattering speech, as you know, or had greedy motives—God is our 
witness— 6 and we didn’t seek glory from people, either from you or from others. 7 Although we 
could have been a burden as Christ’s apostles, instead we were gentle[a] among you, as a 
nurse[b] nurtures her own children.  
 
8 We cared so much for you that we were pleased to share with you not only the gospel of God 
but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us. 9 For you remember our labor and 
hardship, brothers and sisters. Working night and day so that we would not burden any of you, 
we preached God’s gospel to you. 10 You are witnesses, and so is God, of how devoutly, 
righteously, and blamelessly we conducted ourselves with you believers.  
 
11 As you know, like a father with his own children,12 we encouraged, comforted, and implored 
each one of you to walk worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory. 
 
Reception and Opposition to the Message 
13 This is why we constantly thank God, because when you received the word of God that you 
heard from us, you welcomed it not as a human message, but as it truly is, the word of 
God, which also works effectively in you who believe.  
 
14 For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of God’s churches in Christ Jesus that are in 
Judea, since you have also suffered the same things from people of your own country, just as 
they did from the Jews 15 who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets and persecuted us. They 



displease God and are hostile to everyone, 16 by keeping us from speaking to the Gentiles so 
that they may be saved. As a result, they are constantly filling up their sins to the limit, and 
wrath has overtaken them at last.[c] 
 
Paul’s Desire to See Them 
17 But as for us, brothers and sisters, after we were forced to leave you[d] for a short time (in 
person, not in heart), we greatly desired and made every effort to return and see you face to 
face. 18 So we wanted to come to you—even I, Paul, time and again—but Satan hindered 
us. 19 For who is our hope or joy or crown of boasting in the presence of our Lord Jesus at his 
coming? Is it not you? 20 Indeed you are our glory and joy! 

 
PRAY 
 
Now, right off the bat today, we have to be clear on some things – this letter first and foremost is about Paul, 
Timothy and Silvanus’ ministry to a particular church – the church at Thessalonica.  None of us are 
Thessalonians, I’m not Paul Timothy or Silvanus, Matt’s not Paul Timothy or Silvanus. 
 
BUT…while this text isn’t about us – it sets before us a model for churches and their pastors to follow.  This 
chapter, really shows how the Gospel frees the church and its pastors for the work that God has called it to. 
 
1. Paul wasn’t a lone ranger.   
It’s ironic to me that we use the phrase “Lone Ranger” even though he had Tonto and Silver.  But that’s beside 
the point.  The point here is that Paul didn’t go at it alone.  Now, to be clear, if there ever was a pastor that 
had the credibility to go at it alone, it would’ve been Paul.  But Paul modeled what he called churches to – a 
plurality of leadership (multiple).  That’s why I’ve called this sermon the Church and its Pastors.  It’s not just 
foolish to try and be a lone ranger, it’s flat out unbiblical.  The language we use at RCM is plurality and parody 
– more than one and meaningful equality among the men called and affirmed as elders. 
 
Paul, Silvanus and Timothy – working together to plant churches. 
 
2.  They also weren’t fair-weather preachers. 
Everyone knows about fair-weather fans, right? 

• It’s easy to be an Alabama football fan in 2021.  But, go back to 2000 and the were 3-8.  There has to 
be something keeping you as a fan, when your team goes 3-8.  And even 2003 they were 3-9. 

 
Paul, Timothy, Silvanus weren’t fair-weather preachers.  The good news of the Gospel gave them staying 
power. 

• V2 – Treated outrageously in Philippi 
o Acts 16 – for freeing a demon possessed girl, they were stripped, beaten and thrown in jail. 

• Great Opposition – this happened right in their backyard in Thessalonica. 
 
V3 – They had proper motives – not intending to deceive but instead they KNEW what God had called them 
to.  And were convinced to keep doing it, even when it was hard. 
 
V4 – It was God that had called them, it was God that would sustain them, and it was God whose opinion of 
them really mattered.   
 



V6 – Ultimately, their goal in ministry, was the Lord’s approval.  Simple, ordinary faithfulness where God had 
placed them.  They didn’t use flattery, or greed à they simply desired that God would be glorified in and 
through them. 
 
This really should be our goal for all of us!  Not just pastors, but every Christian, that our motivation for all of 
life is the glory of God and the Gospel of His Amazing grace! 
 
Not only were they all-weather preachers, with meaningful plurality – they LOVED THEM LIKE PARENTS. 
 
3. Love Like Parents – They loved the church like a good parent with their kids 
V7 – They loved the church like a mother with her children – and here’s that word we talked about last week – 
they were gentle.  Don’t ever forget this, whatever your church future takes you, you ought to be able to see a 
gentle spirit in your pastors.  And don’t mishear me, I know there are times when people need tough love – 
but I really believe in my experiences and what I’ve seen is that gentleness is usually an overlooked 
qualification of a pastor. 
 
V8 – Not just sharing the Gospel, but investing their lives.   
 
Re-Read V8 
Parents know about this.  Kids hopefully can see this at some level from their parents.  You invest your life into 
your kids.  Paul, Silvanus and Timothy invested their lives into the church at Thessalonica because of the love 
they had for them – the church had become dear to them.   
 
V9 – Tirelessly working to serve the church and advance the Gospel. 
 
V11-12 Like a father 

• Encourage 
• Comfort 
• Implore – urgent pleading 

 
Now, if you’ll allow me – let’s skip over V13-16 just for a minute so we can group the pastors’ roles together. 
 
In V17-20 we see this picture of Paul boasting in the church.  What I’m going to call the right kind of boasting. 
 
4.  The Right Kind of Boasting 
Hang on V19-20 
Let me tell you – when I find myself with other pastors and they ask about our church – there’s a lot of really 
good things I could tell.  But you know what excites me the most, is to tell the stories of how the Gospel has 
gripped certain families, and they are faithfully taking it to their neighbors, other family members, and friends.  
I love to tell the stories of the way the Gospel has shaped the people of RCM, and how the Gospel is still 
shaping the people of RCM. 
 
 
So we see here, when we consider the Church and its pastors, there’s no such thing as lone rangers, no fair-
weather preachers, instead men that love their churches like good parents love their kids, and they brag on 
their growth in the Gospel 
 
So…what about the church?   
 



5. Receive the Word 
Re-Read V13 

• You welcomed it.  What did it mean for them, and what does it mean for us to WELCOME the Word? 
o Take it in 
o Meditate on it 
o Trust it 
o Allow it to change us 
o Allow it to reveal more of Christ to us 
o AND DO WHAT IT SAYS! 

• Commit to the Word, commit (don’t date) the church, pray for your church, pray for the men God has 
called to lead the church. 

• And hear the last part – when we welcome it, and believe it, and trust in it, it is effective in our lives.  
Transforming us one day at a time to be closer to Jesus, to walk in holiness, to live humbly, to bring 
glory and honor to God. 

 
WRAP IT ALL TOGETHER 
Ultimately, this only makes sense if we are gripped by the Gospel.  Now when I say Gospel, I mean the life, 
death and bodily resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  The life that he alone offer to all by grace through faith. 
 
When the Gospel captures the heart and minds of pastors, and churches together – watch out.  I pray this it 
will be so of us.  That as Matt and I pastor and lead this family, that everything we do and don’t do is rooted in 
the Gospel.  That as a church, as we come together around the mission of God in the world that everything we 
do and don’t do is rooted in the Gospel.   
 
PRAY. 


