
All Things New 
2 Corinthians 5:17 – 6:2 
 
Good morning church and Happy Easter.  What a great day to celebrate the resurrection!  
I am so excited to be with you today – and really every Sunday as we celebrate the 
Resurrection. 
 
Today we are starting a new series called “Reconnect – Back to the basics”  And starting 
today, Easter Sunday, we’re going to go through a 6-week series on the Basics of the 
Christian life.   
 
And the object lesson – the visual reminder for us of our need to keep coming back to 
the basics – I want to use this softball hitting tee.  Because, like even the best MLB 
players still warm up and practice hitting from a tee.  Something so basic to a baseball or 
softball swing – the starting point of learning to hit a baseball – is something that stays 
with even the very best.   
 
So over the next handful of weeks – we’re going back to the basics – the foundational 
concepts of the Christian life as a reminder and a refresher.  And on Easter Sunday, the 
most basic of all concepts to the Christian life, we’re going to look at the greatest news 
in the history of the world – the Good News of the Gospel.  That God loves us, that Jesus 



came to pay the penalty for sinful people – pay the price that my sin deserves and your 
sin deserves – but then conquer the enemy of sin and death on Easter Sunday. 
 
The most basic of all – the Gospel – is our only hope for today and every day – and it’s 
where we are going to camp out today in the Scriptures.  If you have a Bible, I invite you 
to go ahead and turn to 2 Corinthians 5:17 – 6:2. 
 
Main Idea:  The Gospel isn’t about trying harder.  The Gospel is a chance to START 
OVER! 
 
READ: 

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed 
away, and see, the new has[d] come! 18 Everything is from God, who has 
reconciled us to himself through Christ and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation. 19 That is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and he has committed the message of 
reconciliation to us. 
20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal 
through us. We plead on Christ’s behalf, “Be reconciled to God.” 21 He made the 
one who did not know sin to be sin[e] for us, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God. 
 



Working together with him, we also appeal to you, “Don’t receive the grace of 
God in vain.” 2 For he says: 
At an acceptable time I listened to you, 
and in the day of salvation I helped you.[a] 
See, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation! 
 

 
PRAY 
 
Main Idea:  The Gospel isn’t a call to try harder.  The Gospel is a chance to START 
OVER! 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Jumping right into the middle of 2 Corinthians.   
•Remember, the church at Corinth was planted by Paul in Acts 18:1-7. 
•We know the church at Corinth had issues – major issues that Paul addressed in 1 

Corinthians 
•Paul would then send Timothy (we call him T-Bone – or maybe it’s just me that calls 

him T-Bone) to Corinth, and would not get a good report 
•Then false teachers had popped up and were attacking Paul’s position and character. 
•Paul would eventually go to Corinth some had repented but others not so much. 



•Even though some had repented – Paul knew there were still a lot of things that 
needed to be dealt with. 

•And in this 2nd letter, to a jacked up church, right about 1/3 of the way in – Paul says 
to them – look; if you have turned from your sin and trust in Jesus à you are a new 
creation. 

 
What I want you to see through this text is the connection between NEW START that 
Jesus offers, the NEW WORK that he then gives us to do, and the NEW ROLE he has 
appointed us to.   
 
Because hear me – The Gospel isn’t a call to try harder – it’s a chance to START OVER. 
 
New Start – Not just another Try. 
 
I.  NEW START 
V17 -  Therefore if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old has passed away, the 
new has come! 
 
Don’t miss the exclamation point at the end.  This is exciting.  The old has passed à it’s 
dead.  If anyone is in Christ, you get a NEW START! 
 



All throughout the New Testament scriptures we see an image of being made new.  For 
those who are in Christ, being made new. 
•John 3:3, we see in Jesus’ discussion with Nicodemus Jesus says “Most assuredly, I 

say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
•We see this in Colossians 3: the illustration of taking off the old self, and putting on 

the new-self. 
•Again, New Creation, not simply a better version. 
•We see almost the same language used in Galatians 6:15 

oFor in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a 
new creation. 

•Even stronger language is used in Ephesians 2:1, 4-5  
1And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 
4But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved 
us 
5even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by 
grace you have been saved) 

 
What difference does it really make?  Well, I think it makes all the difference in the 
world!  Better than that, the Bible teaches it makes all the difference in the world. 
 
Illustration  trading in your phone.  This week, I had the joy of trading in my phone.  This 
one was all jacked up (HOLD IT UP).  Cracked front and back.  Dropped a bunch of times.  



Monday night, I started having problems answering a call.  By Tuesday morning it 
stopped working all together.  Couldn’t get anything except the notifications.  
Fortunately I have my laptop sync’d to my phone so Victoria could reach me.  So great to 
go 28 hours without a functioning phone.  But you know what happened – I had a new 
phone shipped to me.  Not like – take your old jacked up phone in and get it fixed – they 
sent me a NEW one.  My friends at Apple and T-Mobile presumably working together 
had a new phone shipped out to me.  Because the old one was so defective, I needed to 
start over. 
 
That’s a simplistic way of how the Gospel of Jesus Christ works – like that old jacked up 
phone.  Doesn’t need to be fixed up, needs to be replaced. 
 
FRIENDS, HEAR ME RIGHT NOW:  Please see the beauty of this new start – being born 
again – being made alive.   
•If anyone is in Christ, you are a new creation.  Not just a better version.   
•We don’t just try harder.  We don’t just try harder, or alter our attitudes – God 

replaces them - our old attitudes and desires and inclinations with new ones.   
o Because the old ones are JACKED UP, just like this old iPhone! 
o         Not instant perfection, but instead continued progression 

 
Why does it matter?  Well, I’m glad you asked.   
oThe only way this happens is because of Easter.  The work of God. 



oV18 – Everything is from God who has reconciled us. 
oIt’s all from God.   
oUnderstanding this kind of levels the playing ground.   

oI can’t make anything new.  I may be able to soften some of my rough edges, but 
only God can make me a new creation.   

oYou DON'T NEED TO TRY HARDER!  YOU NEED TO BE MADE NEW, BY THE POWER 
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT! 

 
But don’t miss the condition clause here – there’s a powerful word at the onset of this 
verse.  IF.  If.  Don’t miss the ‘IF’, here.  If you are in Christ.   
 
Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, will show us the “How” here in verses 18, 
19 and 21.  He shows us the provision of God, in Jesus Christ. 
 
RE-READ 18-19, 21: 
 
HOW ARE WE NEW – through reconciliation that only God can provide, and hear me – 
it’s God’s work.  He does it.  We receive it.  And when He does it, He gets all the glory. 
 
Anybody remember when you actually had to reconcile your checkbook?   
•Before you could check your balances online or on your phone.   



•You’d get your statement each month, and on the back would be a worksheet where 
you could go through and reconcile your records to the bank’s records.   

•And, regardless of how much your records are off, the bank is always right? 
 
We think of reconciliation as the act of correcting, or making right something that is 
wrong. 
 
Reconcile – “an act of bringing former enemies to peace or an amicable truce.” 
•Apart from Christ, our sinfulness makes us an enemy of God (Romans 5), but God 

has acted.  God ACTS to bring us to Him, and He provides the WAY.  It’s all of Him   
•In Christ – for those of you who are in Christ – you have been made right before God 

oThrough repentance and faith 
oBy seeing your sin for what it is, and seeing Jesus for who He is. 
oTrusting in Him to forgive you, committing to follow Him 

▪ That He took on your sin at the cross 
▪ Rose from the grave on the 3rd Day 
▪ And offers you the righteousness of God in exchange for your sin 
▪ That you are Completely and TOTALLY NEW 

oAllowing Him to transform you into a new creation. 
 
Then again in v21 



V21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.   
 
So, we see in this text that if you are in Christ, you have been made new –  
•Not refurbished – new.   
•Not just shined and polished – but new 
•Not try harder and you’ll get it next time – but instead START OVER. 

 
Because remember, the Gospel isn’t a call to try harder, it’s a CHANCE to START OVER.  
And with this new start, we are given a new work! 
 
II.  NEW WORK: 
 
In the ending parts of v18 and v19 we have two complementary points that God “has 
given us the ministry of reconciliation” then later He “has committed the message of 
reconciliation to us.” 
 
When you hear these words, I want you to see that we have business to do.  God, having 
made you new in Christ, rescuing you from your sin, reconciling you to Himself through 
Christ and in Christ; is now calls you to be a reconciler in the world by pointing people to 
the HOPE that can only be found in Jesus Christ.  The Gospel is THE GREAT RECONCILER.  



Because the truth is, in our sin, we are enemies of God.  But God demonstrates his great 
love for us, that while we were still sinner Christ died for us.   
• The Perfect for the Flawed 
• The Rigtheous for the Wicked 
• The Pure One for the Stained 

 
And…as God has reconciled us, we are committed with HIS message of reconciliation.  
This message that we share and show with people all over our city and world, That the 
greatest need in your life is to be made right with God and the only way that’s possible is 
through repentance and faith in Jesus. 
•This is why we are still here, on the planet, to be used by God in the ministry of 

reconciliation – to be His instrument, proclaiming the message that reconciliation is 
available through faith in Jesus.   

 
Some may be thinking – easy for you to say Paul, you are a pastor – you have been called 
to preach and teach and minister, not me.  Well, for those thinking this, turn with me to 
1 Peter 4:10 
 

10 Just as each one has received a gift use it to service others 
 
•The truth is everyone that is in Christ has received a gift.  



•And we’ve received the gift for a purpose  to USE IT  
•This is God’s design – to save us, making us new in Christ, so that we would be used 

of Him to accomplish His purposes. 
oOtherwise, there’d be no reason for us to stay in the world after being made 

new.   
oIf there was no purpose for which we were saved, God could simply make us a 

new creation in Christ and bring us straight to heaven to be with Him forever. 
oBut, that’s not what happens.  God, through Jesus becoming sin for us, the Holy 

Spirit prompting us, and our response of repentance and faith in Christ, makes 
us a new creation and entrusts us with the ministry of reconciliation, calling us 
to be reconcilers in the world. 

oTo use our gifts – every one of us 
oTo speak truth in love 
oTo SHARE AND SHOW the message of reconciliation – that in Christ God has 

taken on the sins of the world for all who would believe. 
oTo meet people where they are, to invest our lives relationally in our neighbors, 

co-workers, friends and family – so that we can share this glorious reality with 
them.  The glorious reality that reconciliation with God is available in Christ. 

 
Lastly this morning, I want you to see that – in Christ we are new start, we have been 
given this new work, and we have been given a NEW ROLE as ambassadors, sent on a 
mission. 



 
III.  NEW ROLE: 
 
Re-Read v20: 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through 
us.  We plead on Christ’s behalf: “Be reconciled to God.”. 

 
Paul was referring to himself and Timothy specifically as ambassadors – and also all 
believers generally as ambassadors. 
 
Christian – do you realize you are Christ’s ambassador?  Allow, just for a minute, the 
gravity of that statement to sink in.  As a follower of Jesus, you and I his ambassadors.   
 
Ambassadors: 
• Appointed, not elected 
• Representing someone else, not yourself 
• Sent to a foreign land – to do the work of the President 

 
As an ambassador for Christ we have been sent on mission, not as a representative of a 
President or a country, but as a representative of the sovereign King of the universe – as 
His representatives in this world.   



 
This means that this world is not our home.  Rather, we are Christ's representatives in 
this world.  Most if not all of us though, live as if this world right in front of us is all that 
really matters.  We focus on comfort, we focus on pleasure, we focus on getting more 
stuff – we focus on things that DON’T MATTER! 
• Paul would say that our citizenship is in heaven 
• Peter – he’d call us temporary residents 

 
See, as an ambassador à you represent the king in a foreign land.  We are Christ’s 
ambassadors. 
 
 
 
IMPLICATIONS: 

1.We know our assignment here is temporary – because one day we will be brought 
home.   
• Often, a US Ambassadors' assignment usually ends when the President changes.   
• Our assignment as Christ's ambassador ends when we are brought home or when 

Christ returns - whichever occurs first. 



• We can choose to be scared, or we can by the grace of God embrace the moment 
– remembering that God hasn’t given us a Spirit of fear but a Spirit of power, of 
love, and of sound mind. 

 
2.Our identity is based on the One we represent 

•Your job doesn’t define you. 
•Your spouse doesn’t define you. 
•Your children or parents don’t define you. 
•Your report card doesn’t define you 
•Your performance in sports doesn’t define you 
•Your stock portfolio doesn’t define you 
•Your mailing address doesn’t define you 
•Your life, as an ambassador of Jesus Christ, is defined by the new life He has 

given you. 
•Read Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, 

but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 

 
3.How we live matters. 

•Do we live as Christ’s ambassadors?  As a representative of the Almighty God 
here on earth? 



•Do we treat our neighbors as if we are Christ’s ambassadors, pleading with 
them to be reconciled to God? 

•Do we work at our job’s as Christ’s ambassadors? 
•Do we love our children and spouses as Christ’s ambassadors? 

 
4.There is no room for distractions 
 

 
CONCLUSION: 
 
Paul would close this paragraph with an appeal to the people at Corinth – urging them to 
be reconciled to God.  He says, quoting Isaiah 49 and 55 – “At an acceptable time I 
listened to you, and in the day of salvation I helped you. – SEE NOW IS THE ACCEPTABLE 
TIME; NOW IS THE DAY OF SALVATION.” 
 
Stop trying to polish yourself up – instead repent and start over.  Because the Gospel, 
the life/death/resurrection of Jesus Christ and the life that He alone offers à isn’t about 
trying harder – it’s about starting over.  Will you believe today?  Will you turn from your 
sin, state your belief in Jesus, your trust in Jesus, and start over with Jesus today? 
 
 


