
Acts 16 – A businesswoman, a slave girl, and a jailer. 
Good morning everyone.  So good to be with you this morning.  Merry Christmas to each of 
you.  I hope that however you celebrated, you took time to worship and reflect on the coming 
of Jesus. 
 
This morning as we worship through the Word, we’re in Acts 16.  I hope that, perhaps you’ve 
read Acts 16 this week.  If you haven’t read it, I encourage you to read it.  It contains the 
incredible stories of people coming to faith in Christ.   
 
Last week, if you recall, we looked at this critical moment in the church – and how the elders 
and apostles at the church took the bold (and proper) position defending salvation by Grace 
alone.  Remember there was this big meeting in Jerusalem – to answer the question of whether 
or not someone had to become a Jew before they could then become a Christian.  And they 
said “NO!”  They turned to the Scriptures, they turned to Peter and Paul’s experiences, and 
emphatically answered that salvation is by GRACE ALONE.  That there is absolutely nothing that 
any person can to do earn it or to add to what God has done as He saves people. 
 
We see at the end of Acts 15, Paul and Barnabas go their separate ways – they had a 
disagreement over John Mark (who had previously left them).  So Paul takes Silas and keeps 
traveling – going everywhere and telling everyone he can about the greatness of Jesus and the 
salvation that he alone offers. 
 
Acts 16:1 says that Paul went back to Derbe and Lystra and met this young guy named Timothy 
– some of you remember, I’ve given Timothy the nickname T-Bone.  Well Paul takes T-Bone 
with him in his mission efforts. 
 
Acts 16:6-7 says 

6 They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia; they had been forbidden 
by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. 7 When they came to Mysia, they 
tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them.  

 
And I share these two verses with you, just as a reminder – a couple of weeks ago when we 
worshipped at the beach, we saw the opposite – we saw that the doors of faith and mission are 
God’s to open à well here we see that they are also God’s to close.  Just as a side note – we 
have to be absolutely certain that God is closing the door though, and we’re not just using this 
as an excuse for disobedience.  And the only way we’re going to know is if we are covering our 
efforts for evangelism in prayer and the Word.  I guess what I’m saying is don’t be quick to 
assume that God has closed a door.  Be patient.  Understand that in most cases sharing and 
showing Jesus takes time, sometimes even decades. 
 
I. Lydia 
Paul gets a vision to go to Macedonia – so he goes.  And as they are traveling they land in a city 
named Philippi, where (presumably there’s no synagogue) so they go to where a prayer 
meeting is being held and they share Jesus there.  The scriptures tell us that Lydia was a dealer 



in purple (think very wealthy/successful businesswoman).  Says she was also God-fearing 
woman – just like the Ethiopian Official from Acts 8 and Cornelius in Acts 10 – a God fearer – 
but remember, fearing God apart from turning to Jesus isn’t a saving faith.  Sincerity in religion 
doesn’t save – JESUS alone saves.  And this wealthy businesswoman hears the Gospel from 
Paul, and God opens her heart to respond in belief. 
 
The scripture tells us that she and her household were baptized – the assumption is that those 
in her household believed, because we see all throughout the book of Acts that belief is to 
always come before baptism.  And she opens her home to this mission team. 
 
It’s easy to overlook this but we need to see it – the importance of Christian hospitality.  It was 
an absolute essential in the 1st century – but today, it’s just as essential. 
 
John Stott:  “for once the heart is opened, the home is opened too.”  Too often we think about 
how we can make our homes more comfortable, when instead we need to be asking how can 
we use our homes to bring glory to God by sharing and showing Jesus with people.   
 
II. An Unnamed Slave Girl 
Paul, using Lydia’s house as a base, would continue sharing Jesus with people.  Then one day, 
he meets this young girl that Acts 16:16B-17 says: 
 

“she had a spirit by which she predicted the future.  She made a large profit for 
her owners by fortune-telling.  17 As she followed Paul and us she cried out, 
“These men, who are proclaiming to you[a] a way of salvation, are the servants of 
the Most High God.” 18 She did this for many days.  Paul was greatly annoyed. 
Turning to the spirit, he said, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to 
come out of her!” And it came out right away. 

 
Now, God through Paul has rescued this girl – but the guys she was working for, not so happy.  
Their money maker was gone.  So what do they do, they “seized Paul and Silas and dragged 
them into the marketplace to the authorities.” 
 
Eventually they would be stripped of their clothes and beaten with rods.   
 
Acts 16:23-24 

After they had severely flogged them, they threw them in jail, ordering the jailer 
to guard them carefully.  Receiving such an order, he put them into the inner 
prison and secured their feet in the stocks. 

 
Now, if this were me (of course I’d have probably given up a long time ago), I’d definitely throw 
in the towel at this point.  They were “severely flogged” – beaten with either a rod or a whip by 
a soldier. 
 



But not Paul and Silas – they were consumed with the glory of God and the greatness of Jesus.  
They weren’t going to give up until Jesus brings them home.  How do I know they were 
consumed with the greatness of Jesus, the glory of God?  The very next verse tells us that, 
instead of moaning and griping in prison about how they’d been treated, they were praying and 
singing hymns to God.  There was something different about Paul & Silas – the other prisoners 
noticed it – as they were praying and signing hymns the other prisoners were listening to them.  
I doubt if Paul & Silas had been moaning and groaning, I doubt that the other prisoners would 
have been listening in.   
 
You see, for Paul, his worship of God was unconditional.  It didn’t change based on his 
circumstances.  It didn’t matter if he was in prison or free, well fed or hungry, healthy or 
severely beaten.  Paul’s worship of God was rooted in the person and work of Jesus in his life, 
and in the world.  Paul’s worship was based on WHO JESUS IS, not based on how he felt!  So for 
Paul to worship God in prison, after being beaten, was the most natural thing for him to do. 
 
But here, consumed by the glory of God in Christ, as they pray and praise the other prisoners 
listen in. 
 
And what we see next in this story, leads us to the conversion of the jailer. 
 
III.  The Jailer 
 
The story continues that there was this violent earthquake – all the prisoners’ chains fall off.  
The jailer wakes up and he’s about to kill himself.  He had just assumed that all the prisoners 
had left.  And he was responsible for keeping them all locked up.  So distressed he goes for his 
sword.  And we pick up the story in Acts 16:28-34 
 

28 But Paul called out in a loud voice, “Don’t harm yourself, because we’re all 
here!” 
 
29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in, and fell down trembling before Paul and 
Silas. 30 He escorted them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  
 
31 They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your 
household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him along with everyone 
in his house. 33 He took them the same hour of the night and washed their 
wounds. Right away he and all his family were baptized. 34 He brought them into 
his house, set a meal before them, and rejoiced because he had come to believe 
in God with his entire household. 

 
See, Paul’s not concerned with his own personal freedom here – he’s concerned with taking the 
Gospel to the nations.  And he sees this as an opportunity NOT to free himself but he sees this 
as an opportunity to share and show Jesus to this jailer.   
 



The Jailer’s amazed they didn’t run.  Honestly, most of us (probably all of us) would’ve run.  But 
not Paul.  The way they acted (see lived or “showed”) leads the jailer to ask them questions.  
And unapologetically, Paul points them to Jesus.  Turn to Jesus and live.  Turn to Jesus and find 
meaning, and purpose and life.  Turn to Jesus and live. 
 
Re-Read 16:29-31: 
 

29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in, and fell down trembling before Paul and 
Silas. 30 He escorted them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  
31 They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your 
household.”  

 
The jailer surely knew that they had cast a demon out the young girl.  And now the earthquake, 
the stocks fall off, but they don’t escape.  Certainly these men have something the jailer doesn’t 
have.  See Paul and Silas’s actions and message matched.  The shared Jesus boldly.  And they 
lived their lives for the glory of God.  And the result – they’re given an opportunity to point this 
jailer to salvation in Jesus’ name. 
 
There’s certainty here.  Believe on the Lord Jesus and you WILL be saved.  The assumption 
behind the household statement is that the entire household of those old enough to believe did 
in fact believe.   
 
Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.  What incredible words for us too, this morning.   
 
In the next few verses we see the jailer takes them home, washes their wounds, and then is 
baptized.  Don’t miss the beauty here – the jailer washes them physically as Christ has washed 
him spiritually. 
 
CLOSING 
 
As we consider together this story in the book of Acts – a couple of things I want us to takeaway 
here, really, a couple of questions I want us to answer.  Will you allow Jesus to affect these 
areas in your life? 
 
The way we suffer? – suffering as an opportunity for worship 
The way we practice hospitality – as an opportunity for evangelism 
The way we help people in need – open handed as an opportunity for faithful trust in God 
The way we worship God – even when everything in our lives seems to be in chaos 
The way we honor God and seek to glorify God in all circumstance 
 
This will give us an opportunity to SPEAK.   
 
Will you worship God unconditionally?  Will you share with your words and show with life the 
greatness of Jesus? 


