
ACTS 4 
Unstoppable – FEARLESS or Fearful? 
 
PRAY 
 
Good morning church.  So very good to be with you this morning as we continue our time of 
worship through the Word of God.  Today we are continuing in our UNSTOPPABLE series this 
morning, as we work through the book of Acts 1 chapter per week for the next few months.   
 
If you were with us out at the beach last week, or maybe you were on our FB live broadcast, 
you remember last week, in Acts 3, Pete and John were bouncing down to the temple for 
prayer and they were approached by this beggar asking for money.  Guy had been there 
everyday, and had hoped to get some cash flow because he was crippled for over 40 years.  
Dude couldn’t walk, which in the 1st century would have left him destitute – why he was 
begging.  Pete and John, bouncing down, look at him, and Pete says silver and gold I don’t have, 
but in the name of Jesus of Nazareth, get up and walk. 
 
Now, this was an unmistakable miracle.  Dude was walking and leaping and praising God.  
Which was a partial fulfillment of Isaiah 35. 
 
And then, if you remember from last week, Pete starts preaching.  And he calls them (the 
people in the temple – the super religious people) to repent so that their sins may be wiped 
away. 
 
And now, it’s gut check time.  Up until this point in the book of Acts, they haven’t really seen 
any big opposition.  But, with chapter 4, it starts the first of a handful of chapters where the 
religious leaders of the day (the Jews) would go out of their way to try and STOP the church, 
stop the spread of the Gospel, stop the mission of God in the world.  But, as we’ve seen 
already, and will continue to see all throughout the book of Act à God’s Mission, Spirit, Church 
and Gospel are UNSTOPPABLE.   
 
And when we see God at work, we can either be FEARFUL or FEARLESS. 
 
If you have a Bible, turn to Acts 4.  We’re going to be in several sections throughout Acts 4, but 
we’ll start in 4:1-4 
 
I. A Sadd Confrontation (4:1-4) 
 
READ 4:1-4 

While they were speaking to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple 
police, and the Sadducees confronted them,2 because they were annoyed that 
they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the 
dead. 3 So they seized them and took them into custody until the next day since 



it was already evening. 4 But many of those who heard the message believed, 
and the number of the men[a] came to about five thousand. 
 

V1 – Captain of the temple police – Scharron – come on up here.  Now, I’m gonna tell you, if, 
while I’m preaching Scharron walks up and tells me to stop – that’s enough to invoke some fear 
in me.  Scharron’s much stronger than me, and he’s armed. 
 
But that’s not what was happening here.  The Captain of the temple police wasn’t just a super 
strong and armed security guard – this was a position of power in the Jewish system.  The 
Romans let the Jewish people police their own temple – so this was outside the control of the 
Romans.  And the captain of the temple police was 2nd in command in the temple, 2nd only to 
the high priest. 
 
But not just the Captain, but also the Sadducees.  This was a group of religious Jews, that elite 
of their day – a small but powerful group, and the high priest was a Sadducee.  They were 
horribly offended by the message of the apostles – because the Sadducees didn’t believe in life 
after death – they denied the resurrection.  That’s why they were so “SAD – YOU – SEE”.  The 
Sadducees rejected the sovereignty of God, and in an effort to stay in control of the Jewish 
people, they opposed anything that threatened Rome.  So, when Jesus and then the apostles 
used language of the Kingdom of God, the Sadducees opposed them.   
 
V2 – Annoyed – Some translations put the adjective GREATLY, some even translate this as 
GREATLY DISTURBED.  Their theological system was being threatened – they were annoyed and 
greatly disturbed. 
 
So they throw them in jail and would deal with them the next day.   
 
See, I would suggest to you they were fearful.  They were afraid of losing control and power.  It 
was bad enough that Israel was controlled by the Romans, at least they had the temple.  But 
these guys, these uneducated fishermen start preaching resurrection of Jesus from the dead – 
and they’re afraid.  I don’t think it’s a stretch to say they were controlled by their fear.  If we’re 
going to be a part of God’s Unstoppable mission, we can’t be controlled by fear. 
 
But hear me, God’s Spirit, Gospel, Mission and Church are UNSTOPPABLE.  No jail cell is gonna 
stop the advancement of God’s mission – because it’s unstoppable.  It says in V4 that the 
number of men was up to 5,000.  Total church count would have been much more including the 
women and children.  We saw 3,000 repent of their sin, believe in Jesus and be baptized at 
Pentecost, then we see that the Lord is adding to their number every day those who are being 
saved, now we see the total count of just the men is at 5,000.  Because God’s mission, Spirit, 
Gospel and Church are unstoppable.  I believe the motivation of the Sadducees and the temple 
leaders was fear – they traded on being able to control people.  And they were afraid of losing 
their positions of power and control.  What I will tell you, I know this experientially and we see 
this in the Word of God, that we can either be controlled by fear or filled with the Spirit. 
 



II.  Controlled by Fear or Filled with the Spirit 
So the next day, the rulers of the people come together and question Pete and John 
 
V7B – By what power or in what name have you done this? 
The miracle that happened to this man that was crippled for over 40 years was undeniable.  
They would have known him, many would have supported him by giving him money (one of the 
pillar of Old Testament Judaism was giving alms – or helping financially those in need).  So 
they’re not questioning the miracle, they’re questioning the source of the miracle – even 
though he’d already told them in his sermon. 
 
V8 – The Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit 
See Peter, right here, has a choice.  To rely on the Holy Spirit of God, or to be controlled by fear.  
Christian – if you have turned from your sin and are trusting in Jesus – you have the Holy Spirit 
in you.  You got Him the moment you believed, the Holy Spirit comes upon you at conversion – 
you have NO reason to be controlled by fear.  NONE.  Whether it’s a temple court, a co-worker, 
a classmate, a brother, sister, son or daughter.  You have NO reason to be controlled by fear – 
you have the Spirit of God in you.  And God’s Spirit, Gospel, Mission and Church are 
UNSTOPPABLE. 
 
Years later, in some of his final words that we have, Paul would write to Timothy (his protégé in 
ministry) 2 Timothy 1:7 
“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but one of power, love and sound judgment.” 
 
If we’re going to be fearless, like Pete and John were fearless, we have to be controlled by the 
Spirit of God, and not our fears.  And when we are, the Holy Ghost will give us a confidence in 
THE NAME. 
 
III.  CONFIDENCE IN THE NAME 
V12 - There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to people 
by which we must be saved. 
 
Peter – fearless – empowered by the Holy Spirit boldly shares the truth of the Gospel.  That 
there is no one else with the power to save.  Not the pope, not your favorite preacher, certainly 
no Republican or Democrat, not Buddha or Mohammed, not Michael Irvin when he played for 
the Miami Hurricanes, or Tom Brady at the Tampa Bay Bucs.  Not your mom and dad, not your 
pastor or small group leader, not your spouse, your kids or your grandkids.  There is salvation in 
no one else. 
 
How can we be fearless?  An unshakeable confidence in the name of Jesus, and the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
There is NO ONE ELSE that has the power to save.  Jesus ALONE.  He is our great King, he is 
Savior and Lord – and gives life to all who turn from their sin and trust in Him alone for 
salvation. 



 
Peter was Confident in his preaching – not because he had the most training or the best 
credentials – he had the Spirit of Jesus in him, and he was confident in the name (the character, 
the authority) of Jesus. 
 
IV.  BOLDNESS 
Gracious, Truthful, Generous, Bold.  Our core values as a church.  Rooted in his confidence in 
the name of Jesus, filled with the spirit of God, fully engaged in God’s Unstoppable mission – 
the word says they noticed the boldness of Pete and John, realized they were untrained and 
uneducated men, but that they had been with Jesus. 
 
Let’s not confuse boldness and arrogance.  They weren’t arrogant, they were bold in Jesus’s 
name.  They weren’t boastful, they were bold in Jesus’s name.  They were absolutely convinced 
in the power of the Holy Spirit; they were absolutely convinced in the authority of Jesus to save 
people from their sin, they were absolutely convinced in the exclusivity of the Gospel; and their 
convictions led them to a bold declaration of the Gospel as their only hope. 
 
I wonder, those of us here, right now today, why we aren’t just as bold in the places where God 
has sovereignly put us.  Myself included.  I wonder if, we’re really honest with ourselves, I 
wonder how many of us really are more concerned with the approval of people over the 
approval of God. 
 
See, Pete & John – their boldness was at least in part due to the fact that they didn’t give a rip 
what the temple leaders thought about them.  They couldn’t care less.  They were going to 
preach Jesus, and let the Spirit of God do what only He can do (draw people to repent and 
believe). 
 
ILLUSTRATION – Thinking back in my own life, conversations I wish I could do over and get a 
mulligan with – almost every one of those conversations I was more concerned with what the 
other people thought of me.  And let me tell you – that’s a horrible way to live.  Being more 
concerned with what others think of you, than what God thinks of you.  I was in a 
conversation the other day, dude comes at me attacking my beliefs, and then says to me on 
repeat “I respect you.”  I wanted to scream at the top of my lungs “I don’t give a rip if you 
respect me.  Fear God, turn to Jesus and live.” 
 
There’s an arrogance that comes from our own abilities, skills, intellect, or work ethic – OR – 
there’s a boldness that comes from being with Jesus.  Meeting Jesus each day in his word.  
Seeing the beauty of Jesus in the pages of Scripture.  Applying the truth of the Gospel to our 
own lives, and sharing the greatness of the Gospel with those around us.  We can’t focus our 
lives on both.  This is a one or the other type of decision.  Don’t be a jerk, but certainly don’t be 
concerned about people respecting this or that about you – especially people that aren’t 
followers of Jesus. 
 



They arrested Pete and John, Pete started preaching, and they were amazed at their boldness, 
and realized they’d been with Jesus.  They would tell them to stop preaching about Jesus all 
together; but Pete and John had decided to Fear God alone.   
 
V.  Trust in God Alone 
V19-20:   

 19 Peter and John answered them, “Whether it’s right in the sight of God for us 
to listen to you rather than to God, you decide; 20 for we are unable to stop 
speaking about what we have seen and heard.” 

 
Hear me – we can’t fear God alone, while at the same time being afraid of losing people’s 
approval.  Pete and John – they had decided to trust in God alone – not the temple leaders, not 
the religious rules of their day – but to trust in God alone.   
 
Have You? 
 
CLOSING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


