
ACTS 3:17-20 
 

Hey, welcome to church at the beach!  I know for some of you, this is the first RCM beach 

service you’ve ever been apart of.  This is how we do it from time to time out here when the 

weather’s nice.  Gives us an opportunity to worship God and celebrate the majesty of His 

creation. 

 

Our call to worship this morning is from Psalm 19 – under the heading of “The Witness of 

Creation and Scripture” 

 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, 

and the expanse proclaims the work of his hands. 
2 Day after day they pour out speech; 

night after night they communicate knowledge.[a] 
3 There is no speech; there are no words; 

their voice is not heard. 
4 Their message[b] has gone out to the whole earth, 

and their words to the ends of the world. 

In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun. 
5 It is like a bridegroom coming from his home; 

it rejoices like an athlete running a course. 
6 It rises from one end of the heavens 

and circles to their other end; 

nothing is hidden from its heat. 

 

PRAY. 
 
Stand, use your lyrics sheet, sing with us this morning about the greatness of God. 
 

INTRO 
So today, at church on the beach, we are continuing in our study through the book of Acts – 

looking at God’s Unstoppable mission, Spirit, Gospel and church. 

 

For those of you that were with us in person or online last week – you’ll remember where we 

left off – The Holy Spirit comes upon them, they start declaring the greatness of King Jesus – 

and there was this miracle of the apostles speaking in other languages.  Some people accused 

them of being drunk, and were mocking them. 

 

So, Peter, now with the Holy Spirit, starts preaching and like 3,000 people are saved and 

baptized.  Imagine just for a second – being on the baptism team that day.  Don’t worry about 

going to the gym – just sign up for the early church’s baptism team.  Absolutely incredible.  Sign 

me up, man.  That’s a workout plan I could get behind! 

 

And we see the priorities of the local church starting to unfold: 



• Preaching 

• Prayer 

• Fellowship 

• Breaking Bread 

• MEETING together 

• Helping one another with an open hand of generosity 

o Says as anyone had need 

 

And, as their priorities aligned with the Word of God – God added to their number daily those 

who were being saved. 

 

DON’T MISS THIS – IF WE WANT THE CHURCH TO GROW THROUGH REACHING PEOPLE FAR 

FROM GOD, TAKING THE GOSPEL TO PEOPLE THAT HAVE YET TO TRUST IN JESUS – WE MUST 

ALIGN OUR PRIORITIES WITH THE WORD OF GOD.  We can grow a crowd a lot of ways, but I got 

no interest in growing a crowd.  I have a huge interest in reaching lost people with the 

unchanging Gospel of God’s grace in Jesus Christ.  The only way this happens is if we align our 

church with the priorities as revealed in the Word of God.   

 

So, after this incredible day of Pentecost, as the church continues to experience God-sized 

evangelistic expansion, we pick up the story with Peter and John heading to the temple for the 

time of prayer.  Devout Jews would recognize 3 times of daily prayer – 9AM, 12PM and 3PM. 

 

And as they were heading to the temple, they see a crippled man, crippled from birth there 

begging for money.  He was broken physically, broke financially, but more importantly he was 

broken spiritually. 

 

He asks Pete & John for some $$.  To which he gets this incredible response, “Silver and gold I 

don’t have, but what I do have I give to you.  In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth get up and 

walk.” 

 

And instantly the dude’s walking.  No stretching.  No walker.  None of the stuff we use to teach 

our kids how to walk.  Dude’s walking.  Miracle. 

 

Hear me now – a couple of things we need to understand about this miracle of healing: 

• Specific to the ministry of the apostles 

• Unique even in their ministries 

• Not dependent on the faith of the person being healed 

o Anyone tells you “you just have to have enough faith and God’s gonna heal you” 

– they’re lying to you.  That doesn’t match God’s word and doesn’t match church 

history, or even our own experience. 

• HEALING Was through Jesus.  Jesus healed this man 

• All glory for this miracle should be directed to Jesus – not to Peter and John – not to the 

crippled man – but to JESUS! 



• This was a sign of the Kingdom of God to come 

o We see this in Isaiah 35:4-7 
4 Say to the cowardly: 

“Be strong; do not fear! 

Here is your God; vengeance is coming. 

God’s retribution is coming; he will save you.” 
5 Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 
6 Then the lame will leap like a deer, 

and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy, 

for water will gush in the wilderness, 

and streams in the desert; 
7 the parched ground will become a pool, 

and the thirsty land, springs. 

In the haunt of jackals, in their lairs, 

there will be grass, reeds, and papyrus. 

• The healed man was “walking, leaping and praising God” 

• And “all the people” ran to Pete & John, and the dude, “utterly astonished” is the 

phrase my English translation uses.  Utterly astonished. 

 

Then, in this story, rather than being like “Yeah, we’re pretty awesome, why don’t you give us 

some money,” Peter takes the opportunity of the crowd to start preaching. 

 

And if you’ve read this sermon, you know Pete doesn’t soft sell anything.  He looks at them, not 

like “come to Jesus, he’s super cool and trendy and hip, and all of your problems will go away.”  

Nonsense.  He says “You people denied him, and killed him.”  Even asking for the release of a 

murderer instead of having Jesus released. 

 

And he says, look – dude’s healed as a result of the Power of Jesus, the Prince of Life.  And, 

what I think is the climactic point in the whole story – not the healing, not the dude leaping for 

joy and praising God – the climactic point happens when Peter calls them to repent and turn 

from their sin. 

 

All of that as the intro, to setup this climactic exchange of words in Acts 3.  If you have your 

Bible, or iphone, go ahead and turn or swipe to Acts 3, and I’m going to read V17-20 

 

READ 17-20 
17 “And now, brothers and sisters, I know that you acted in ignorance, just as 

your leaders also did. 18 In this way God fulfilled what he had predicted through 

all the prophets—that his Messiah would suffer.19 Therefore repent and turn 

back, so that your sins may be wiped out, 20 that seasons of refreshing may come 

from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send Jesus, who has been 

appointed for you as the Messiah. 

 



 

V17 – Ignorance – ignorance to the plans of God.  Ignorance to who Jesus was and is (although 

there was no excuse for their ignorance.  He did miracle after miracle.)  There hearts were 

blinded to the truth about Jesus. 

 

V18 – In this way – Little did they know that their ignorance was a part of God’s predetermined 

plan.  That the Savior of the World would suffer.  That the suffering of Jesus on the Christ would 

pay the penalty for the sins of all who would believe in his name.   

 

And here in V19 we have it, the climactic point in Peter’s sermon – repent and turn back, so 

that your sins may be wiped out.   

 

Repent – a change of mind, a change of direction.  Where we turn, by God’s grace, through 

faith in Jesus, we turn from our sin, from the selfishness inside of each of us – we turn from our 

sin.  Every single person – guilty of sin before God.  Absolutely guilty.  None of us are neutral, 

much less righteous.  All of us have sinned and the ONLY thing God owes us is His wrath, His 

judgment.  But God is rich in mercy and opens the eyes of sinful people.  And, as we see our sin 

for what it truly is – wickedness and an assault against God’s holiness – we must repent.   

 

SO THAT – so that.  So that.  Our sins may be WIPED OUT.   

• I had a conversation just this week – A guy that knows a lot about me – used to know 

me really well – not sure if he’s a follower of Christ – and he throws out some of the 

wicked and evil things that I have done – and I said to him – “dude – you got it all 

wrong.”  Immediately he starts back pedaling – probably assuming I was gonna defend 

some of the things in my past, and I tell him “In the books of heaven there’s no record of 

that because I have repented, turned from my sin, and it’s been erased.  Jesus paid for 

all of my sin.” 

• WIPED OUT – it’s this picture of wiping ink from a page.  In the ancient world, the ink 

didn’t absorb into paper like it does today.  So you could wet a sponge, and clean off the 

ink from a papyrus (what they wrote on).  Kind of like a dry erase board. 

 

Hear me – if you take only one thing from church at the beach today – hear this loud and clear.  

Without a personal and individual repentance (turning from sin) – there can be no forgiveness.   

• Don’t make excuses for your sin – turn from it 

• Don’t rationalize or minimize your sin – run from it and run to Jesus 

o So many of us want to minimize our sin.  Well I kind of told the truth.  Well it was 

kind of not my fault.  Well I only cheated on that test for 1 question.  Well I know 

you told me 3 but I wanted 5.  Whatever. 

o Don’t minimize your sin, turn to Jesus.  Because there is NO sin too great for 

Jesus to offer forgiveness and mercy over – even those who participated in killing 

him. 

o Don’t minimize your sin – run to Jesus and live. 

o Your sin, my sin – sent Jesus to die. 

• The Bible gives us these wild images of the forgiveness that God offers. 



o Out of sight 

o Remembered no more 

o Separated as the east from the west 

o Behind his back 

o Completely cleansed 

o Cast into the bottom of the sea 

 

Hear me church, Repent, so that your sin may be wiped away. 

 

V20 

This is a reference to the ushering in of the Kingdom of God.  Right now, through the rule and 

rein of Jesus through the Biblical church – and in the future, when Jesus comes back 

 

Peter talks about this season of refreshing – As we experience God’s forgiveness – we 

experience the rest that only Jesus can provide.   

 

See, most of Peter’s audience had been blinded by religious activity – carrying around this 

burden of do’s and don’t’s – this burden they were never intended to carry.  If we’re not 

careful, we can fall into the same trap – although it will look differently than back then.  Peter 

calls them to repent – and he’s calling you and me to repent.  To turn from the wickedness 

inside of us and trust in Jesus alone.  Are you a repenter this morning? 

 

 


